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Introduction
The Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) is pleased to present 
the 2024 Environmental Stewardship Annual Progress Report.  

The ESC is a Mayor-Council appointed committee that provides implementation 
oversight of the Environmental Stewardship focus area within the Hillsboro 2035 
Community Plan and tracks a set of established environmental indicators. 

While Environmental Stewardship is a primary focus area within the broader 2035 
Plan, the ESC produces this supplemental annual report to provide updates on key 
performance metrics and various partner initiatives that advance the community’s 
environmental stewardship goals. 

Success stories abound in all three environmental stewardship thematic areas, 
including natural resource conservation, energy and mobility, and materials recovery 
and renewal. Several highlights are outlined in the report. The ESC also continues 
to refine the environmental progress indicators. Each adjustment reflects a better 
understanding of priority goals and the increasing availability of meaningful and 
reliable data points.  

Thank you for your continued interest in Hillsboro’s environmental sustainability. For 
more information please visit Hillsboro2035.org.
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INDICATORS STATUS
The Environmental Stewardship Committee has developed or is otherwise evaluating 22 unique 
indicators to track stewardship progress over time. The status of each is outlined in the pages 
that follow, including those indicators that remain under development.
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NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION

1. # of acres in Tualatin River watershed sub-basins owned or under easement for resource 
preservation

Target: Annual increase in acreage conserved/under protection

Status: Hillsboro’s watershed region 
includes seven sub-basins that surround 
and encompass the City proper. Data is 
recorded, tracked, and reported by multiple 
partners including the City of Hillsboro, 
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Clean Water Services and United 
States Forest Service. The general coverage 
area is depicted in the graphic below. As 
of 2024, 5,104 acres are under some form 
of conservation. Within Hillsboro City limits, 
1,205 of 16,769 acres are in conservation.
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2: % increase in abundance, population size and distribution of native amphibian species at 
Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, Rood Bridge Park and Orenco Woods Nature Park

Target: Annual increase in abundance, population size and distribution of native amphibian 
species at Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, Rood Bridge Park, and Orenco Woods 
Nature Park

Status: The City of Hillsboro has been restoring important wetland 
and riparian habitats in key areas to improve native wildlife 
populations. As part of this restoration program, annual 
amphibian egg mass monitoring is conducted to track the 
health of these species and the habitats they rely on. One 
of these species is the northern red-legged frog, which is 
recognized as a sensitive species by the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. Amphibian populations regularly fluctuate 
(see graph) due to changing environmental conditions, but over the last 
sixteen years there has been a steady increase in native amphibians. Data for 2023 does 
not include Orenco Woods due to extended flooding and freezing weather during the count 
timeframe and counts at other sites may be suppressed for the same reason.
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3. # native plants installed by City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services

Target: Net annual increase in number of native plants installed  

Status: Through mid-year year 2024, the City and its partners have installed nearly 
250,000 native plants. Since 2019, nearly 2 million natives have been planted by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Metro, Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, Clean 
Water Services and City of Hillsboro. 

4. # acres of lawn or turf converted to pollinator-friendly vegetation

Target: Net annual increase   

Status: Under evaluation for practicality. Current approach would count City of Hillsboro 
(Parks, Public Works) conversion only.
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5. # of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro

Target: Net annual increase in certifications

Status: Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, in partnership with Columbia Land Trust 
and Bird Alliance of Oregon, conducted 52 Hillsboro Backyard Habitat site assessments 
(208 since inception) and issued 11 new certifications (51 total). This indicator was launched 
in 2020. 



7. % municipal water unaccounted for (water loss)

Target: Maintain system losses below 10% total use

Status: The City of Hillsboro and Joint Water Commission have been industry leaders in the 
prevention of water loss. After implementing new technology in 2022, the City has once 
again minimized water loss. 
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6. Days with ‘Moderate’ and ‘Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups’ (UFSG) air quality

Target: Zero UFSG days

Status: This indicator was launched in 2015, and the most recent report is for 2022. In 
Hillsboro, DEQ Air Quality Index (AQI) sensor stations only track PM2.5 readings at present. 
As shown in the graph below, Hillsboro experienced relatively few UFSG AQI or worse days 
between 2015 and 2019. There was an increase in 2020 as Canadian forest fire smoke 
drifted into the Pacific Northwest. There is little Hillsboro can do to mitigate this but 
fortunately, there have been very few such days over the past few years. 



8. Volume of community-wide energy produced by renewable sources

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Overall and per capita energy consumption grew significantly between 2018 and 
2022. While it didn’t increase as much in 2023, there was a decrease in the volume and 
percentage of renewable source energy use.  
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ENERGY + MOBILITY



9. % of total energy offset by renewable energy (electric only) purchases

Target: Net annual increase

Status: This indicator was launched in 2010, when Hillsboro became a U.S. EPA Green 
Power Community. At that time, 35.74% of Hillsboro community wide energy use was offset 
by renewable energy purchases. As of 2024, that figure has grown to 65.8%. Nationally, 
the City of Hillsboro ranks #1 in green energy usage by volume, and #3 for green energy 
usage by total percentage. Hillsboro is the #1 green energy consumer by volume at almost 3 
times the amount of second-place Washington D.C. The City, as an entity, now offsets 100% 
of its energy use with green energy. Hillsboro’s portfolio includes biomass, low-impact hydro, 
solar and wind resources. 
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10. Residential and commercial carbon dioxide output

Target: Net annual decrease

Status: Over the past five years, commercial and residential carbon dioxide input levels have 
remained low relative to transportation and industrial activities. 

11. # of homes with home energy scores

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Hillsboro’s Home Energy Score Ordinance went into effect September1, 2021. At 
the end of last year, 2,834 Hillsboro homes received a Home Energy Score. Among other 
community benefits, the information in the Home Energy Score Report provides transparency 
about the costs to operate the home, a standard method to compare energy efficiency and 
energy costs between homes, documentation for federal lending programs and a list of 
recommended improvements to reduce energy use and cost. 
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13. # of public zero emission vehicle charging stations per capita

Target: Net annual increase

Status: 2023 was the baseline year for this indicator. Tracking methods continue to evolve. 
As of 2024, there are 160 known charging stations in Hillsboro. Moving forward, additional 
data will be tracked with respect to the number and type of stations available.
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12. # of zero tailpipe emissions (electric or non-gas) vehicles per capita

Target: Net annual increase

Status: As of the end of 2023, electric vehicles (excluding hybrids) accounted for 2% of all 
vehicles registered in Hillsboro. This includes a nearly .8% increase in just one year, likely 
due to abundant rebates and incentives offered through the state and federal governments.
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14. Community-wide greenhouse gas emissions

Target: Net annual decrease

Status: This is the first year for the community wide greenhouse gas emissions indicator. In 
2022, Hillsboro produced just over 1.6 million tons of GHG emissions locally, through a 
combination of building energy, transportation, waste disposal, industrial uses, agriculture, 
forestry and product use. Hillsboro activities and purchases also imported over 1.2 million 
tons of emissions associated with goods, food and fuel production in addition to air travel. 
While the community was able to offset some emissions through local carbon storage and 
purchased carbon offsets, the 17 thousand tons offset is a minor fraction of overall carbon 
emissions produced.

15. # of miles of roads with marked bike lanes or cycle tracks

Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles)

Status: Since 2018, the City of Hillsboro has added 3.1 miles of roads with marked bike 
lanes or cycle tracks to city streets.
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16. # of miles of sidewalks on all streets

Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles)

Status: Since 2018, the City has installed nearly 40.5 miles of new sidewalks. 

17. % of housing units located with ¼-mile of MAX light rail station and Tri-Met bus line 57

Target: Net annual increase

Status: This indicator was added in 2023 with a 2020 baseline. Over the last year, 37 new 
units were added. The goal is to provide more housing options near mass transit to reduce 
single occupancy vehicle use.
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18. % increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: This indicator was initiated in 2015 and modified in 2024. Over the last couple of 
years for which data is available, the alternative mode commute hovered around 40%. This 
is most likely driven by the pandemic, which would also explain why transit usage dropped 
simultaneously. Nearly all gains have been from a shift to remote work.
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Another interesting shift in Hillsboro is the “big-shift/no-shift” of worker commuting. As 
displayed in the graphics below, over the decade from 2011-2021, Hillsboro added about 
20,000 jobs inside the city (big shift). On the other hand, the commuting pattern has not 
necessarily improved. While about 3,400 Hillsboro residents both live and work in Hillsboro, 
about 4,700 more Hillsboro residents leave the community for employment and around 
13,500 non-Hillsboro residents in-commute to Hillsboro from other cities for work.

On The Map Data: 2011 On The Map Data: 2012
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MATERIALS RECOVERY 
+ RENEWAL

19. # of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Status: After many years of steady growth, the number of local businesses receiving 
Washington County Green Business Awards dropped by more than half due to the pandemic, 
three-year certification cycle, and general lack of participation. 



20. Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste collectors

Target: Net annual decrease 

Status: In 2023, per capita waste collection was the lowest it has been for over a 
decade. While it is difficult to account for all factors, it appears increased education and 
understanding around recycling options appears to be increasing diversion.

21. % solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors

Target: TBD 

Status: This indicator is under evaluation for viable methodology.
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22. # of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities)

Target: Annual Increase 

Status: 2023 is the baseline year for this new indicator. The goal is to see an annual increase 
in items available and total circulation for both the “Library of Things” and “Full Library” 
checkouts. The more people borrow or re-use books, tools, and other items the less they’re 
purchasing single or limited use items.
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Progress Report

As the chart below shows, 40 of 45 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are 
fully implemented or underway. Most of the actions are ongoing programs that will continue 
on. New actions are expected to be added based on community input received during the 
Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan update in 2024-2025. 

ENVIROMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
FOCUS AREA REPORT

• Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
• TriMet
• Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
• Washington County
• Westside Transportation Alliance

• City of Hillsboro
• Clean Water Services
• Energy Trust of Oregon
• Hillsboro School District
• Metro

Hillsboro 2035 Lead Partners

Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal

Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, 
minimize greenhouse gas emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, 
businesses, and community institutions understand the link between economic prosperity 
and environmental health and work collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future 
generations.
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ES6C: Urban Forestry Program 

Lead Partner: City of Hillsboro

The City of Hillsboro completed phase one of an urban forestry management plan, completed 
a tree canopy assessment and hired an urban forester.

ES6G: Incentivize Rain Gardens + ES7A: Integrated Pest Management 

Lead Partners:Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) & City of Hillsboro 

Tualatin SWCD hosted a series of workshops to educate the public on nature-scaping 
and rainwater management. The agency also continued a multi-year partnership with the 
Backyard Habitat Certification Program to ensure its presence within Hillsboro. This past year 
the program expanded and now has four habitat technicians that are based in Washington 
County. 

This fall, the cities of Hillsboro and Tualatin will sign an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
to work together in providing approved guidance to constituents on downspout 
disconnection, rainwater harvesting and rain gardens to ensure safe and appropriate 
techniques in these important storm water management and water conservation projects. 

Tualatin SWCD also hosted virtual workshops that educate the public on pollinators and 
beneficial insects, to assist in inspiring people to develop behaviors in appropriate integrated 
pest management techniques. 

PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS
Natural Resource Conservation

ES4A: Bottle Filling Stations + ES6D: Water Re-Use Options 

Lead Partners: Clean Water Services & City of Hillsboro

The City of Hillsboro continues to install water-filling station throughout the community, with 
most public spaces now complete. The City also met with Clean Water Services to begin 
identifying potential locations for water re-use opportunities like Rood Bridge Park, the 
public safety training center and Jackson Bottom Wetlands.
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ES3D: Expand Availability of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

Lead Parter: City of Hillsboro

Public Works added a new public fast charging station at the Hillsboro Civic Center 
parking lot that serves Downtown, including the multi-dwelling building across the street. 
The City has also been focused on deploying additional public Level 2 chargers and 
getting fleet charging installed though the PGE Fleet Partner Program. 

Energy and Mobility

ES1D: Low Income Residential Energy Retrofit Support 

Lead Partner: Community Action

Over the past several years, Community Action has served about 100 City of Hillsboro 
households in need of energy education and comprehensive weatherization. Community 
partners such as Washington County, Habitat for Humanity and Rebuilding Together 
Washington County have assisted in collaborations to supplement repairs in areas that are 
outside of weatherization’s scope of work such as roof replacements and accessibility 
modifications.

ES1G: Reduce Barriers to Solar Power Installation 

Lead Partner: Energy Trust of Oregon

This spring, the cities of Hillsboro and Cornelius teamed-up with Energy Trust of Oregon 
and Solar Oregon to launch a “Solarize Hillsboro and Cornelius” campaign. The campaign 
allows communities to combine their purchasing power and receive discounts on the 
installation of solar panels and battery storage.
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Materials Recovery and Renewal

ES4C: Increase Recycle Drop-Off Options + ES5B: Support Community Re-Use/Recycling 

Lead Partner: Washington County

Washington County staff provide support to a non-profit organization and Master Recycler 
volunteers to coordinate PlanetCon, a free community reuse, recycling and sustainability 
event and an additional Fall recycling collection event. At the April 2023 event held at 
Portland Community College, 600 households attended and brought more than 1,700 lbs of 
plastics that that are not accepted in the standard mixed recycling collection program. At the 
October 2023 Westside Planet Alliance recycling event held near the Hillsboro Civic Center, 
260 households brought 1,140 lbs of plastics for recycling.

Washington County, in coordination with Hillsboro staff, is monitoring and engaging in the 
Recycling Modernization Act (RMA) implementation. City staff recently completed a “needs 
assessment” survey that identified “additional recycling depots” as a community need. The 
RMA aims to increase plastic packaging and plastic food service ware recycling rates by at 
least 25% in 2028.

Washington County staff also set up a repair tent at five of the 2023 Hillsboro Saturday 
Markets. Repair Fair volunteers helped fix a variety of household items and talk with market 
attendees about repair.
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ES5C: Expand Recycling Education 

Lead Partner: Washington County

Hillsboro residents are increasingly using the Garbage & Recycling Day app - about 8,700 
reminders have been set up in Hillsboro - including 100 for people living in multifamily 
communities. The Washington County Recycles YouTube channel was launched in November 
2021. To date there are more than 120 subscribers and a library of 45 videos on topics such 
as food waste prevention, how to use the Garbage and Recycling Day app, how to recycle 
right, why fats, oils and greases shouldn't be put down the drain and options for managing 
leaves. 

Staff provide engaging and useful video and facebook post content (20% of our facebook 
followers are in Hillsboro) aimed at informing and educating viewers about waste reduction 
topics and providing useful tips that can be used at home or at work. Staff also supports a 
group of volunteer Promotores Ambientales in their outreach and education work - including 
videos, facebook live events and other activities within the Spanish-speaking community. 

Staff provided waste reduction program assistance to 13 multifamily communities 
representing nearly 1,200 households and assisted 144 businesses in Hillsboro. More than 
120 businesses received assistance with the food scraps collection program. Three new 
businesses earned Green Business award certification including the City of Hillsboro.
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Contact Us
Phone : 503-681-6100

Location : 150 E Main Street, Hillsboro, OR 97123

Email : Info@Hillsboro2035.org

Hi l l sboro2035 .o rg




