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Message From the CEC

We are pleased to share the annual Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan Progress Report with our 
community. The pages within contain implementation highlights from more than 20 partner 
organizations who are helping to bring the community’s vision for Hillsboro to life. 

Hillsboro’s original vision plan, Hillsboro 2020 Vision and Action Plan, was adopted in 2000 and was 
the catalyst for hundreds of projects and programs and marked the beginning of more than 25 years of 
community visioning work in Hillsboro which continues today. 

A few of the many notable accomplishments over the years include the Walters Cultural Arts Center, 
Hidden Creek Community Center, Hidden Creek Park West, Wingspan Conference and Event Center, 
Jackson Bottom Wetlands restoration, Flip Children’s Museum, HiLight high-speed internet service, dog 
parks, farmers’ markets, community gardens, school programs, and so much more.

While all these projects and programs are amazing, the most valuable and important assets in 
Hillsboro are the people. All of you who share your ideas, dreams, and hopes for our community, and 
our partners who are listening and working hard to bring them to life. Together we are creating an 
inclusive, healthy, and dynamic city for generations to come.

With gratitdue,
Hillsboro 2035 Community Engagement Committee
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Implementation Progress

Not Started
5, 3%

Started
32, 20%

Implemented One-Time
20, 13%

Implemented Ongoing
100, 64%
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Economy + Infrastructure

Hillsboro’s world class economy, advanced technical training, and 
innovative business friendly culture attracts investment and supports 
businesses of all sizes. State of the art infrastructure systems including 
communications, roads, transit, and water supply are in place and 
continually updated to accommodate the city’s growth and evolution. 
Hillsboro is a vibrant, regional destination for arts, recreation, cuisine, 
and entertainment.

Lead Community Partners 
City of Hillsboro, Hillsboro Downtown Partnership, Hillsboro School District, Washington County 
Chamber, Westside Transportation Alliance

GOAL 
STATEMENT
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Partner Highlights

Top Occupation Opportunity Promotion 

•	 The City of Hillsboro was a major sponsor of the Silicon Forest Tech Summit in 2025, which had over 800 
attendees and through the Hillsboro Makes campaign, shared career opportunities in advanced manufacturing 
with Hillsboro School District students and Washington County residents.

Vocational Trade Earning Potential Education 

•	 Jireh Semiconductor and Tosoh Quartz are preparing five Century High School students to graduate with paid 
work experience and national credentials. Expansion will include additional students and Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs in industrial technology and engineering. 

•	 Trade-specific, outreach materials in multiple languages are available at forecasting nights, family events, and 
career centers, helping families understand training and earning pathways in the trades. 

•	 In collaboration with Washington County Chamber, Hillsboro School District students participated in trade 
events and presentations that connect to industry professionals and apprenticeship providers. 

•	 Students attended trades events hosted by Portland Community College to explore postsecondary training 
programs in areas such as welding, heating ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC), construction, and 
automotive. These events offer students direct insight into program offerings, certifications, and industry 
expectations. 

•	 Students attended a large-scale career expo event to explore hands-on demonstrations and speak with 
professionals from skilled trades and apprenticeship landscapes. 

•	 School to Career specialists continue to organize trade-specific site visits and bring local experts into classrooms 
to highlight career paths and training options.
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Partner Highlights

Small Business Development Initiatives 

•	 The City of Hillsboro continues to partner with the Washington County Chamber on small business support 
activities through a partnership that has now been in place for a decade. Highlights from this year include 
providing technical assistance to more than 45 Latino businesses, and expanding registrations for the ¡Conéctate 
Program to 171 participants.

Local Patent Resource Center 

•	 TiE Oregon and the City of Hillsboro completed their first annual partnership supporting traded-sector 
entrepreneurs. Approximately 20 Washington County entrepreneurs were served via business coaching and 
development. $88,000 in cash awards and equity investments were issued to local entrepreneurs during 
Hillsboro’s 4th annual Westside Pitch Event. Work continued with TiE Oregon to host the 5th Annual Westside 
Pitch Competition on May 8th at Hidden Creek Community Center. 

Destination Attraction Recruitment 

•	 OMSI Science Pub and the City of Hillsboro have committed to hosting six unique events throughout the city 
in 2025.

Food Cart Expansion

•	 There are now three operational food cart pods in Hillsboro. The Downtown Station is a multicultural food cart 
pod with 28 different food carts and an indoor bar. The Weil Arcade Food Park on Main Street in Downtown 
opened in spring 2024 with 11 food carts and a bar that is projected to open in May 2025. Foodlandia Food 
Carts near Century High School opened on July 31, 2024 and features 17 food carts.
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Downtown District Enhancement and Promotion 

•	 Residential leasing is filling up at the new Merrill Gardens development but they are still looking for retail tenants.  

•	 Lincoln Street Apartments are leased as well as the apartments on 4th Avenue near Baseline.  

•	 Block 67 is tentively scheduled to break ground in August of 2025. Building A, which fronts Washington Street, 
is anticipated to be a four-story, 109-unit age-restricted community for those 55+ with 66 studios; 27 one-
bedrooms; 16 two-bedrooms and commercial spaces on the ground floor. Building B fronts SE Baseline Street 
providing a six-story, 224-unit workforce housing center comprised of 129 studios, 65 one-bedrooms and 30 
two-bedrooms. There will also be two retail commercial spaces on the ground level, with one being a grocer 
and/or food co-op. It is anticipated that parking will include 114 on-site surface parking spaces and proposed 
lease of approximately 130 additional currently underutilized spaces at the Intermodal Transit Facility garage.

Partner Highlights

New Children’s Museum

•	 The FLIP Museum opened its doors December 18, 2024. While The 
FLIP Museum will cater to Hillsboro community members, the space 
will be accessible to people from all over the region and is expected 
to welcome more than 40,000 visitors a year. Leaders are currently 
working on a fundraising campaign to provide a sprinkler system 
throughout the building so they can expand usable area into the 
upstairs space. Expected completion in fall 2025.
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Education + Community Involvement
Lead Community Partners 
City of Hillsboro, Hillsboro Community Foundation, Hillsboro School District, Hillsboro Schools 
Foundation, Just Create Community, Washington County Chamber, Westside Queer Resource Center

Hillsboro’s comprehensive education system ranks among the best 
in the nation. Students have equal access to cutting edge career 
and workforce programs, technology, and other unique educational 
opportunities making Hillsboro a preferred city for business, workers, 
and families. Hillsboro remains a welcoming and attractive home to all 
people. Community events and activities, personal connections, cultural 
understanding, and civic engagement create an environment where 
every resident has a voice and a role in keeping Hillsboro a great place 
to live, work, learn, and play.

GOAL 
STATEMENT
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Partner Highlights

Cultural Exchange Programs

•	 With help from Portland State University, the Library expanded storytime options, contracting with volunteers to 
host storytimes in several languages, and provide a unique inclusive storytime for children with special needs. 
With support from the Library Foundation, it added a Ukrainian collection to provide materials for this growing 
community. The Library provides a variety of civic engagement programming for adults focused on building 
connections and reducing conflict through understanding and conversation, and partners with the City to support 
cultural heritage celebrations with related book lists and events. 

One-Stop Learning Centers at Libraries 

•	 New Library initiatives include: Implementing digital literacy workshops for Spanish speakers and seniors; 
expanding the array of learning and personal enrichment programs delivered by library staff and community 
partners; providing educational resources in the community information distribution areas; inviting partners to 
table in libraries to share information about their programs; and helping support new Americans through SOAR 
citizenship classes and language learning programs at the library. 

Civic Leadership Academy

•	 In 2026, the Civic Leadership Academy will celebrate its 10th year. To date, 100 Hillsboro residents 
have participated in the program. Program partners include Portland State University’s Hatfield School of 
Government, National Policy Consensus Center (NPCC), and Washington County Disability, Aging and  
Veteran Services. 

STEAM Learning and Career Planning Connections 

•	 4th graders engaged in National Engineers Week with the Intel and Portland Metro STEAM Partnership. Every 
school now has two career kits per grade level offering engaging, hands-on STEAM learning. The Oregon 
International Airshow Partnership doubled student participation in just one year. Nearly 500 5th graders 
engaged in hands-on STEAM activities, listened to high school seniors from STEAM-related programs present 
senior projects and networked with industry professionals. Hillsboro School District (HSD) also expanded 
summer camp offerings that include Sí Se Puede as well as camps in Health Sciences and Computer Science. 
These provide young students with exposure to high-demand STEAM fields. HSD doubled participation in health 
science clinical and internship experiences, and the Advanced Manufacturing Registered Youth Apprenticeship 
program is thriving. Students are on track to graduate with occupational credentials.
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Cultural Inclusion Strategy

•	 The City of Hillsboro is taking a multi-pronged approach to the Cultural Inclusion Strategy. Recent 
accomplishments include implementation of stipend policies for community engagement and advisory bodies, 
completion of the Equity Toolkit and Community Engagement Framework, and numerous language access tools, 
including iSpeak cards, WordlyAI interpretation software for Council meetings, and increased use of language 
interpretation and translation. The City has also established eight Employee Affinity Groups (EAGs) to support 
our every growing diverse community.

Partner Highlights

Oregon Promise Resource Promotion 

•	 High school counselors and school-to-career specialists promote Oregon Promise through classroom 
visits, newsletters, 1:1 student meetings, and evening events for families. This year, Hillsboro School District 
coordinated financial aid workshops at each comprehensive high school to ensure families had multiple options 
to access support. Events provided hands-on assistance with FAFSA/ORSAA completion and included direct 
information about Oregon Promise eligibility, deadlines, and application tips. Materials were provided in 
multiple languages, and interpreters were available at each event to help reduce language barriers.

Mental Health Services in Schools 

•	 1,600 students received services from school-based mental health providers across 24 sites. Support & Wellness 
Counselors in secondary schools reached 916 students, providing over 3,000 services, while wellness centers 
recorded 13,000 student visits across 17 campuses. School-Based Screening Intervention and Referral increased 
support at middle schools, screening and referring 772 middle school students. Secondary prevention programs 
like Latino Network’s ROSA and POIC provide culturally specific mentoring support to students at risk of 
disengagement or juvenile justice involvement.
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Expanded Mentorships and Programs 

Mentorship is a cornerstone of Career & College Pathways programming with growing involvement from local 
businesses and professionals. Highlights this year include: 

•	 Hillsboro Hops: Business and Marketing students are mentored by Hops staff as they plan and run a full game 
day event. Students manage marketing, promotions, and engagement gaining invaluable real-world experience 
under professional guidance. 

•	 Paid Summer Internships: Students work in a variety of sectors including computer science, web design, health 
sciences, engineering, and automotive. Mentorship is embedded into each experience, with industry hosts 
providing skill-building support and career coaching.  

•	 Senior Project Mentorship: Industry professionals meet with students virtually and in person to provide guidance 
and feedback on capstone projects. These connections help students refine their work and build confidence in 
presenting to professional audiences.  

•	 Advanced Manufacturing Youth Apprenticeship: Students work alongside experienced tradespeople, receiving 
mentorship as they progress toward industry credentials. 

Partner Highlights
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Environmental Stewardship

Hillsboro is an environmentally sustainable community that takes 
proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize greenhouse gas 
emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, 
businesses, and community institutions understand the link 
between economic prosperity and environmental health and work 
collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future generations.

Lead Community Partners 
City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services, Community Action, Energy Trust of Oregon, Hillsboro 
School District, Metro, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, TriMet, Tualatin Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Washington County, Westside Transportation Alliance

GOAL 
STATEMENT
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Partner Highlights

Transit Service Span and Frequency Expansion

•	 The City of Hillsboro adopted the Locally Preferred Alternative for TV Highway Transit and Safety Project. The 
project is anticipated to bring frequent express bus service to the TV Highway corridor and leverage federal, 
state, regional, and local funding. The City also collaborated with Metro to fund technology improvements to the 
MAX crossing at 185th Avenue, and pursued multiple grant opportunities for interim (intelligent transportation 
system at the 185th/Baseline intersection) and long-term (construct a MAX overcrossing) solutions to address 
transportation challenges near the at-grade MAX crossing at 185th Avenue.

ENERGY AND MOBILITY

Transit Facilities Enhancements 

•	 TriMet is replacing 75 bus shelters throughout the system that are over 20 years old and plans to maintain a 
schedule that replaces shelters at year 20. TriMet will also be going into construction for transit center rebuilds 
and expansions at Beaverton Transit Center and Oregon City Transit Center.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

•	 Hillsboro is one of many partners with the City of Tualatin on a US Department of Transportation grant for 
adding electric vehicle (EV) charging to multifamily housing which was funded but is currently on hold under the 
new federal administration. New charging stations were added for visitors at Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve. 
In 2025, the City added public EV charging at the Shute Park Aquatic and Recreation Center and applied for 
state funding to support the project.

Residential Energy Efficiency Retrofits 

•	 Since July 2024, Community Action has provided weatherization services to over 50 low-income Hillsboro 
residents, helping to improve home energy efficiency, enhance comfort, and lower utility bills. These efforts 
directly support our most vulnerable neighbors, contributing to a more sustainable and equitable community.
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Single-use Product Reduction Strategies 

•	 Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)completed the second rule making and is working to implement the 
Recycling Modernization Act. DEQ is working with Circular Action Alliance on implementation and permitting 
of commingled recycling processing facilities. DEQ is working with local governments on updates to the 
Opportunity to Recycle program. https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Pages/Modernizing-Oregons-
Recycling-System.aspx. 

Local Materials Re-Use Support 

•	 The Regional System Facilities Plan was adopted with a specific investment strategy to locate a network of 
six community drop-off depots to benefit the public by prioritizing collection and recovery of reuse, recycling 
and household hazardous waste materials across the metro area. To support investment in reuse and repair, 
Metro awarded $750,000 in one-time funding for local nonprofit reuse and repair organizations experiencing 
financial hardship or operational deficits. In addition to this funding, Metro established ongoing and predictable 
funding for local reuse and repair organizations in 2024. The program is now under development. 

Partner Highlights

Improved Recycling Technology 

•	 In 2024, staff from Metro participated in the Rulemaking Advisory Committee and a Commingled Recycling 
Processing Facility Technical Working Group, and advocated for Oregon taking the lead with strong post-
collection material recovery standards that ensure recyclables are consistently recycled into new products. 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 

•	 Between March and October of 2024, Metro hosted four Household Hazardous Waste Collection events in 
Hillsboro including two at Hillsboro High School, and two at Epson.

MATERIAL RECOVERY AND RENEWAL
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Water Reuse Opportunities
•	 Clean Water Services met with City of Hillsboro representatives from the Parks and Recreation, Water, and 

Building departments to discuss how to deliver reuse water to Rood Bridge park for irrigation by 2026.

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION

Support Community Reuse and Recycling Events

•	 Washington County staff led a School Supply Reuse Project and coordinated a drive to collect gently 
used school, art and office supplies to help stock a temporary School Supply Reuse Room for educators in 
Washington County. The purpose of the project was to explore how to make unwanted, but usable supplies 
in the community available to teachers. This school supply drive was unique because the focus was on used 
items in good condition instead of newly purchased items. Donations were accepted at the Miller Education 
Center (Hillsboro School District), Hillsboro Hive and two farmers markets. Approximately 1,000 pounds of 
school supplies were collected County-wide in September and October and then redistributed to educators in 
November. Hillsboro School District was a primary partner in this effort and has indicated their interest in seeing 
this effort continue in 2025.

Recycling Expansion and Education

•	 Washington County Solid Waste and Recyling staff provided recycling and waste reduction program assistance 
to 27 multifamily communities representing nearly 5,000 households. Staff gave four presentations and tabled 
at 21 events in Hillsboro. Hillsboro residents are using the Garbage & Recycling Day app and about 10,000 
reminders have been set up in Hillsboro. Staff assisted 208 businesses in Hillsboro and distributed 433 resources 
to businesses. Staff supported and confirmed that 221 businesses are complying with the regional food scraps 
collection requirement with at least 39 food businesses donating uneaten food to prevent waste. Five businesses 
earned the Green Business Award at the gold level. 

Water Conservation Best Practices and Incentives 
•	 Hillsboro Water remains committed to supporting the community by providing funding for water efficiency 

upgrades including turf removal, irrigation controller enhancements, and a variety of other water-saving 
initiatives for both residential and commercial customers. Learn more at https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-
city/departments/water/conservation-sustainability/water-efficiency-rebates

Partner Highlights

Library of Things Expansion 

•	 The Library of Things has expanded in recent years, adding items like recreation-related activity kits for checkout 
in the Novel Branch at Hidden Creek Community Center. You can check out over 350 unique things and 
more than 600 board games from this dynamic collection at https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/
departments/library/borrow/library-of-things.
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Health, Wellness, + Safety

GOAL 
STATEMENT

Hillsboro is a safe and healthy city for all community members. The 
community approaches policing, fire prevention, and emergency 
planning in a manner that builds trust, encourages public 
participation, and fosters community preparedness and resiliency. 
Community partnerships and progressive planning ensure Hillsboro 
residents have knowledge of and access to health care and social 
services, affordable housing, fresh local food, and healthy lifestyles. 

Lead Community Partners 
Bienestar, City of Hillsboro, Community Action, Early Learning Washington County, Hillsboro Ministerial 
Association, Hillsboro School District, Just Create Community, OHSU Health Hillsboro Medical Center, 
Oregon State University Extension Service, Project Homeless Connect Washington County
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Partner Highlights

Childcare Gap Response Strategy 

•	 Washington County received one of eight federal grants to launch a Refugee Child Care Microenterprise 
Development program. The expected impacts are to: empower 30+ individuals to start childcare businesses; 
increase availability of culturally appropriate child care; boost economic opportunities within refugee 
communities; and create more than 300 new available childcare slots in our region. 

Day Center for Houseless Persons 
•	 Last year, Project Homeless Connect’s Access Center served 2,439 individuals, with diverse age demographics, 

and provided 4,135 showers, 76,017 meals, and 1,376 loads of laundry. Key community partners include 
the Hillsboro Police Department, 4D, CODA, St. Matthew Catholic Church, Virginia Garcia Memorial Health 
Center, and Pacific University.

Senior Services Gap Coordination 
•	 The City of Hillsboro’s Cultural Arts Division partnered with the Washington County Office of Aging, Disability, 

and Veteran Affairs to provide enrichment activities for seniors with dementia and memory loss. Cultural Arts staff 
is currently partnering with teaching artists and other City staff to offer art classes at the Hillsboro Community 
Senior Center.

Homelessness Response Coordination 
•	 Hillsboro Police Department is the most active participant in the Washington County District Attorney’s Deflection 

Program. Two full-time employees are assigned to matters that are directly related to homelessness (Community 
Impact Team), in addition to a full-time bicycle unit.
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Affordable Housing Options 

• In addition to operating 150 units of affordable housing at Nueva Esperanza, Bienestar is pursuing new
affordable housing development opportunities, with two new projects now in the application/pre-development
phase. Bienestar also continues to engage in advocacy to bring more affordable housing dollars to the Hillsboro
area as well as provide technical assistance for aspiring homeowners.

• In 2024, 146 families received support from Bienestar’s Homeownership Team, and about $300,000 has
been awarded to help low-income households afford a down payment. Key partners include the Housing
Development Center, REACH Community Development Corporation, Housing Oregon, Welcome Home
Coalition, Farmworker Housing Development Corporation (FHDC), and Oregon Housing and Community
Services.

Partner Highlights

Affordable Housing Innovation Support 

• The City of Hillsboro conducted a holistic analysis to support housing production in Hillsboro to meets 
identified needs. Housing Production Strategy implementation is underway and provides an opportunity to 
explore facilitating increased development of micro-housing units.

Housing Affordability Updates 

• The City of Hillsboro supported Shared Fair Housing Month by inviting the community to learn about the history
of housing discrimination in Oregon, and how to recognize and report it today. The City and its partners also
held a grand opening for Nueva Esperanza, and a groundbreaking for Dolores. Housing advocates have
produced a Community Conversation video about affordable housing, worked with Metro to do storytelling
about the Affordable Housing Bond, and are working to produce housing needs videos in English, Spanish,
Vietnamese, Arabic, Chinese and Tagalog.
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Livability + Recreation
Lead Community Partners 
City of Hillsboro, Hillsboro Farmers’ Market, Inc.

With its clean, walkable neighborhoods, alternative transportation 
options, access to a variety of housing, open spaces and trails, 
abundant recreational activities, and a thriving arts culture, Hillsboro 
is recognized as one of the most vibrant and livable communities in 
the Pacific Northwest.

GOAL 
STATEMENT
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Partner Highlights

High Speed Communications System 

•	 Compared to competing service providers, HiLight has saved Hillsboro small businesses more than $630,000 
and HiLight Bridge has saved qualified households more than $290,000.

Cultural Arts Visual Identity and Action Plan Implementation 

•	 The City of Hillsboro recently added “Ticket to Creativity” banners in Downtown that celebrate our local theater 
companies. 

•	 Changes were made to the Mural Program in 2025 including a new online application, removal of the City-
held easement and artist design submission requirements, and a shorter approval timeline. The City is also proud 
to announce annual funding to support the creation of murals around the city with a focus on the Cultural Arts 
District. Funding amounts awarded each year will depend on the number, type, and geography of the proposals 
received and could range from $10,000 to $30,000.  

•	 The City and Tualatin Valley Creates partnered to make the Cultural Arts District the new home for the La Strada 
dei Pastelli Chalk Art Festival, supporting nearly $1,000,000 in spending, positioning the arts as an economic 
driver, advancing cultural tourism, and providing free, all-ages programming. 

Parks Amenities and Accessibility

•	 The City of Hillsboro is now designing all new park facilities with picnic shelters, shade structures and trees, and 
replacing worn out table and benches at existing sites. Also, through the implementation of the ADA Transition 
Plan, and ongoing efforts to develop signage that reaches across potential communication barriers, the Parks 
Department is creating more accessible public parks.

New Pickle Ball Facilities 

•	 New multi-purpose outdoor sport courts were completed at Hidden Creek Community Center, including 
pickleball accommodations in the indoor gymnasium. Striping and resurfacing improvements have been added 
to courts at several existing park sites. Planning work is underway to increase the number of pickleball/multi-use 
sport courts through new construction.

Recreation Classes at Hidden Creek Community Center

•	 Multiple programs are planned for 2025, including new class offerings focused on adult cultural enrichment, 
physical therapy exercises, adaptive recreation activities designed for people experiencing disability, and 
inclusion support for participants attending registration-based programs, activities, or classes throughout 
Hillsboro Parks and Recreation offerings.
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2035 Plan Update
The Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan is updated every five years to ensure that it remains current and relevant to our 
growing and changing community. It is a living document that holds the community’s collective wishes and ensures 
they are brought to life through community partnerships. 

In early 2024, the second five-year update of the 2035 Plan began with a seven month engagement process in 
which thousands of community members shared more than 4,150 ideas for Hillsboro.

New draft actions were created from those ideas and shared with the community in an online survey where they 
were asked to select the actions in each focus area that were most important to them. Nearly 2,000 people 
participated in the survey, the results of which can be found on Hillsboro2035.org.

Efforts are underway to design 2035 Plan document, update the website, and identify community partners to help 
implement the new draft actions. The new Plan will be presented to City Council for adoption later this fall. 
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