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Welcome to the 
Environmental 
Stewardship 
Annual Report 
Environmental Stewardship is one of the five focus areas in the Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan, 
and the only focus area with a dedicated committee helping to guide implemenation. The 
Environmental Stewardship Committee serves as an advisory body to City Council, tracks more 
than twenty environmental indicators, and helps produce this supplemental Annual Report to 
provide progress updates and share highlights from a variety of partner initiatives that keep 
the 2035 Plan moving forward. We hope you enjoy this year’s updates! 
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Indicator 
Status 
The Environmental Stewardship Committee has 
developed or is otherwise evaluating 22 unique 
indicators to track environmental stewardship 
progress over time. The status of each indicator 
is outlined in the following pages, including 
those that remain under development. 

The environment is where we all meet, 
where we all have a mutual interest. 
It is the one thing all of us share. 

- Lady Bird Johnson 
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NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION 

Target: Annual increase in acreage conserved/under protection 

Status: Hillsboro’s watershed includes seven sub-basins that surround and encompass City 
limits. Data is tracked and reported by multiple partners including the City, Tualatin Soil 
and Water Conservation District, Clean Water Services and US Forest Service. The general 
coverage area is depicted in the graphic below. As of 2025, 5,151 acres are under some form of 
conservation. Within Hillsboro City limits, 1,229 of 16,158 acres are in conservation. 

INDICATOR ONE 

Number of acres in Tualatin River watershed sub-basins owned or under easement for 
resource preservation 
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Target: Annual increase in abundance, population size, and distribution of native amphibian 
species at Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, Rood Bridge Park and Orenco Woods Nature 
Park 

Status: The City and partners have been restoring important wetland and riparian areas to 
improve native wildlife populations. As part of the restoration, annual amphibian egg mass 
monitoring is conducted to track these species and the habitats they rely on. One of these is 
the northern red-legged frog, which is recognized as a sensitive species by Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife. Amphibian populations regularly fluctuate (see graph) due to changing environmental 
conditions, but there has been a steady increase long term. Over the last two years, counts 
have been lower due to consecutive drought years that impacted juveniles as well as flood 
conditions that prohibited access during the count window at one site. Orenco Woods is a 
relatively new site and may take years to colonize with breeding populations. 

INDICATOR TWO 

Percent increase in abundance, population size and distribution of native amphibian species 
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Target: Net annual increase in # of native plants installed 

Status: This year, the City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services installed over 352,000 native 
plants in Hillsboro watersheds, bringing the total to just over 2 million since the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee began tracking this indicator in 2019. 

INDICATOR THREE 
Number of native plants installed by City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Indicator under evaluation for practicality. 

INDICATOR FOUR 

Number of acres of lawn or turf converted to pollinator-friendly vegetation 
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SPRING 2025 
Existing Yard 

Target: Net annual increase in certifications 

Status: Washington County, in partnership with Columbia Land Trust and Bird Alliance of 
Oregon, conducted 28 Hillsboro Backyard Habitat site assessments (236 since inception) and 
issued nine new certifications (60 total). This indicator was launched in 2020. 

INDICATOR FIVE 
Number of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro 
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Target: Zero UFSG days 

Status: This indicator was launched in 2015. In Hillsboro, DEQ Air Quality Index (AQI) sensor 
stations only track PM2.5 readings at present. As shown in the graph below, Hillsboro has 
experienced relatively few UFSG AQI or worse days since 2015 and nearly all those days 
occur in late summer (wildfires) and early winter (wood burning stoves, fog). Conditions were 
hazardous in 2020 as fire smoke drifted into the area. Fortunately, there have been very few 
such days in the recent past. This year, the Environmental Stewardship Committee adopted a 
new data source to eliminate lag reporting. New data comes from EPA and World Air Quality 
Index project. 

INDICATOR SIX 
Days with ‘Moderate’ and ‘Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups’ air quality 

Target: Maintain system losses below 10% total use 

Status: The City and Joint Water Commission have been industry leaders in the prevention of 
water loss. After implementing new technology in 2022, the City kept water loss to about 5%. 

INDICATOR SEVEN 
Percent municipal water unaccounted for (water loss) 
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ENERGY + MOBILITY 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Overall and per capita energy consumption grew significantly between 2018 and 2024. 
However, over time the per capita use of renewable energy sources has increased significantly. 

INDICATOR EIGHT 
Volume of community-wide energy produced by renewable sources 
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INDICATOR NINE 
Percent of total energy offset by voluntary renewable energy (electric only) purchases 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: This indicator was launched in 2010, when Hillsboro first became a US EPA Green 
Power Community. At that time, 35.74% of Hillsboro communitywide electricity use was 
matched by renewable energy purchases. In 2024, that figure grew to 65.8% and nationally, 
Hillsboro ranked #1 in green energy usage by volume, and #3 for usage by total percentage. 
The City, as a jurisdiction, is the #1 green energy consumer by volume. The City, as an entity, 
now matches 100% of its electricity use with green energy. Hillsboro’s portfolio includes 
Biomass, Low-impact Hydro, Solar and Wind resources. 

As of mid-2025, 61% of Hillsboro energy usage is matched by voluntary renewable source 
purchases. The slight dip is likely due to newly completed development - in particular, new 
commercial and industrial facilities. 
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Target: Net annual decrease 

Status: Since 2010, carbon dioxide output has decreased in the commercial sector, but 
residential output has essentially plateaued. 

INDICATOR TEN 
Residential and commercial carbon dioxide output 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: The Hillsboro Home Energy Score Ordinance went into effect in September 2021. At 
the end of last year, nearly 4,000 Hillsboro homes have been issued a Home Energy Score. 
Among other community benefits, the information in the Home Energy Score Report provides 
transparency about the costs to operate the home, a standard method to compare energy 
efficiency and energy costs between homes, documentation for federal lending programs and 
a list of recommended improvements to reduce energy use and cost. 

INDICATOR ELEVEN 
Number of homes with home energy scores 
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Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Since 2000, electric vehicles (excluding hybrids) have grown from .55% of all Hillsboro 
vehicles to 2.43% at the end of 2024. This significant growth has been driven by improved 
battery performance, expanded charging networks and a variety of tax benefits. 

INDICATOR TWELVE 
Number of zero tailpipe emissions (electric or non-gas) vehicles per capita 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Over the past two years, the number of electric charging stations located in Hillsboro 
has soared from 105 to 191. Only three of the added stations are free to use. 

INDICATOR THIRTEEN 
Number of public zero emission vehicle (ZEV) charging stations per capita 
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Target: Net annual decrease 

Status: In 2022, Hillsboro produced just over 1.6 million tons of GHG emissions locally, through 
a combination of building energy, transportation, waste disposal, industrial uses, agriculture, 
forestry and land use conversion. Hillsboro activities and purchases also imported over 1.2 
million tons of emissions associated with goods, food and fuel production in addition to air 
travel. While the community was able to offset some emissions through local carbon storage 
and purchased carbon offsets, the 17 thousand tons offset is a minor fraction of overall carbon 
emissions produced. More recent data not yet available. 

INDICATOR FOURTEEN 
Community-wide emissions of greenhouse gas emissions 

Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles) 

Status: Since 2018, the City of Hillsboro has added 3.3 miles of bike lanes to city streets 
bringing the citywide total to 71 miles of dedicated biking infrastructure. . 

INDICATOR FIFTEEN 
Number of centerline miles of arterials/collectors with marked bike lanes or cycle track 
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Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles) 

Status: Since 2018, the City has installed more than 50 miles of new sidewalks bringing the 
citywide total to nearly 450 miles. 

INDICATOR SIXTEEN 
Number of miles of sidewalks on all streets 

Target: Net annual increase 

Status: This indicator was added in 2023 with a 2020 baseline. Following years of no growth, 
then modest growth last year, 833 new units came online this year. In addition to helping 
with the housing shortage, the placement of these units near transit increases mobility and 
improves community travel options. 

INDICATOR SEVENTEEN 
Percent of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met bus line 57 
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Target: Net annual increase 

Status: Prior to the pandemic, alternative commute (any commuting that is not single-
occupancy vehicle) hovered in the mid to high twenty percent range. During and immediately 
following the pandemic, it spiked to nearly 40%. In 2023, there was a small decline in 
alternative commuting, though whether that is due to more people returning to the office or 
some other factor remains to be seen (it appears the drop in Worked from Home corresponds 
to the increase in Drove Alone). 

INDICATOR EIGHTEEN 

Percent increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
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From 2011 through 2022, Hillsboro added an estimated 21,534 jobs for a total employment 
figure of 86,737. This is phenomenal growth and one of the reasons Hillsboro is often referred 
to as “Oregon’s Economic Engine”. But underneath those numbers lies another challenge 
to solve. As shown in the graph below, the percentage of Hillsboro residents employed in 
Hillsboro jobs has not increased since 2011, with 80% of Hillsboro jobs filled by workers who 
live outside the city. 

The graphic below displays the end outcome of this situation as of 2022. Generally 
speaking, each morning, 17,698  Hillsboro residents get up and go to work in their 
hometown. 36,135 get up and head out of town. Meanwhile, just over 69,000 Hillsboro 
workers in-commute from towns not named Hillsboro. Workforce training and 
educational initiatives are underway to address this challenge. If successful, these 
efforts would not only increase local incomes, but reduce commuter based carbon 
impacts dramatically. 
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Target: Net annual increase 

Status: In 2024, just five Hillsboro businesses earned Green Business recognition, a 
considerable drop from prior years. Local organizations that renewed their certifications 
include the City of Hillsboro, Ash Creek Forest Management, Intel, Synopsys Inc, and Thermo 
Fisher. Certification requires over 40 unique sustainability practices. Washington County is 
proactively reaching out to smaller business this year to increase and support participation. 

INDICATOR NINETEEN 
Number of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 
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Target: Net annual decrease 

Status: In 2024, per capita waste collection was the lowest it has been for over a decade. While 
it is difficult to account for all factors, increased education and understanding around recycling 
options may be increasing diversion. 

INDICATOR TWENTY 
Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste 

Target: Annual increase 

Status: 2024 is the inaugural year for this indicator. Approximately 23% of Hillsboro solid waste 
was recovered. Major recovery categories included yard debris, comingled recycling, organics 
and glass. 

INDICATOR TWENTY-ONE 
Percent solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors 
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Target: Annual increase 

Status: Since the Committee started tracking Library of Things Collection and Circulation 
figures in 2022, there has been a gradual increase in both. Similarly, the overall library 
collection and circulation volumes have grown in the years since ESC began tracking that 
indicator. The more people borrow or re-use books and tools, the less they’re purchasing often 
single-use items. 

INDICATOR TWENTY-TWO 
Number of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities) 
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Hilsboro 2035 Community Plan 
Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Progress Report 

Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal 

Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, 
minimize greenhouse gas emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, 
businesses, and community institutions understand the link between economic prosperity 
and environmental health and work collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future 
generations. 

Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship Lead Partners 

• City of Hillsboro 
• Clean Water Services 
• Energy Trust of Oregon 
• Hillsboro School District 
• Metro 
• Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
• TriMet 
• Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District 
• Washington County 
• Westside Transportation Alliance 

Progress Report 

As the chart below shows, 44 of 45 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully 
implemented or underway. Most of the actions are ongoing programs that will continue on. 
New actions will be added based on community input received during the Hillsboro 2035 Com-
munity Plan update in 2024-2025. 
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PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS 

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 

Water Conservation Best Practices and Incentives 
Partner(s): Hillsboro Water 

Hillsboro Water remains committed to supporting our community by providing funding for 
water-efficiency upgrades including turf removal, irrigation controller enhancements, and 
a variety of other water-saving initiatives for both residential and commercial customers. 
The main challenge we face is identifying diverse ways to increase participation in our Water 
Conservation Rebate Programs. 

Residential Energy Efficiency Retrofits 
Partner(s): Community Action 

Since July 2024, Community Action has provided weatherization services to over 50 low-income 
Hillsboro residents, helping to improve home energy efficiency, enhance comfort, and lower 
utility bills. These efforts directly support our most vulnerable neighbors, contributing to a 
more sustainable and equitable community. 

Native Species Plantings 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services, Other Partners 

City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services and various local, state and federal partners installed 
over 350 native plant and tree species in Hillsboro watershed basins, bringing the overall 
total to more than 2 million plantings since the Environmental Stewardship Committee began 
tracking this information in 2019. 
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ENERGY + MOBILITY 

Transit Service Span and Frequency Expansion 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Metro 

The City adopted the Locally Preferred Alternative for TV Highway Transit and Safety Project. 
The project is anticipated to bring frequent express bus service to the TV Highway corridor 
and leverage federal, state, regional, and local funding. The City also collaborated with Metro 
to fund technology improvements to the MAX crossing at 185th Avenue and pursued multiple 
grant opportunities for an interim solution (intelligent transportation system at the 185th/ 
Baseline intersection) and long-term solution (construct a MAX overcrossing) to address 
transportation challenges near the at-grade MAX crossing at 185th Avenue. 

Transit Facilities Enhancements 
Partner(s): TriMet 

TriMet is replacing 75 bus shelters that are over 20 years old throughout the system, and 
plans to maintain a schedule that replaces shelters at year 20. TriMet will also be going into 
construction for transit center rebuilds and expansions at Beaverton Transit Center and 
Oregon City Transit Center. 

Expand Availability of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro 

In 2024 and 2025, the City added new public charging stations for visitors at Jackson Bottom 
Wetlands Preserve and at the Shute Park Aquatic and Recreation Center and received federal 
and state funding to support the projects. 
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MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL 

Better Recycling Technology 
Partner(s): Metro 

In 2024 staff from Metro participated in the Rulemaking Advisory Committee and a 
Commingled Recycling Processing Facility Technical Working Group and advocated for Oregon 
taking the lead with strong post-collection material recovery standards that ensure recyclables 
are consistently recycled into new products. 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Partner(s): Metro 

Between March and October of 2024, Metro hosted four Household Waste Collection events in 
Hillsboro including two at Hillsboro High School, and two at Epson. 

Single-use Product Reduction Strategies 
Partner(s): Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

DEQ completed a second rule making and is now implementing the Plastic Pollution and 
Recycling Modernization Act. DEQ is working with Circular Action Alliance on implementation 
as well as permitting commingled recycling processing facilities. DEQ is working with local 
governments on updates to the Opportunity to Recycle program. https://www.oregon.gov/deq/ 
recycling/Pages/Modernizing-Oregons-Recycling-System.aspx 

Local Materials Re-Use Support 
Partner(s): Metro 

The Regional System Facilities Plan was adopted with a specific investment strategy to locate 
a network of six community drop-off depots to benefit the public by prioritizing collection and 
recovery of reuse, recycling and household hazardous waste materials across the metro area. 
To support investment in reuse and repair, Metro awarded $750,000 in one-time funding for 
local nonprofit reuse and repair organizations experiencing financial hardship or operational 
deficits. In addition to this funding, Metro established ongoing and predictable funding for local 
reuse and repair organizations in 2024. The program is now under development. 

Water Re-Use Opportunities 
Partner(s): Clean Water Services 

Clean Water Services met with City of Hillsboro representatives from the Parks and Recreation, 
Water, and Economic and Community Development departments to discuss how to deliver 
reuse water to Rood Bridge Park for irrigation by 2026. 
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	Indicator Status 
	The Environmental Stewardship Committee has developed or is otherwise evaluating 22 unique indicators to track environmental stewardship progress over time. The status of each indicator is outlined in the following pages, including those that remain under development. 
	Figure
	Artifact
	The environment is where we all meet, where we all have a mutual interest. It is the one thing all of us share. 
	- Lady Bird Johnson 
	NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
	INDICATOR 
	ONE 

	Number of acres in Tualatin River watershed sub-basins owned or under easement for resource preservation 
	Annual increase in acreage conserved/under protection 
	Target: 

	Hillsboro’s watershed includes seven sub-basins that surround and encompass City limits. Data is tracked and reported by multiple partners including the City, Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, Clean Water Services and US Forest Service. The general coverage area is depicted in the graphic below. As of 2025, 5,151 acres are under some form of conservation. Within Hillsboro City limits, 1,229 of 16,158 acres are in conservation. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	TWO 

	Percent increase in abundance, population size and distribution of native amphibian species 
	Annual increase in abundance, population size, and distribution of native amphibian species at Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, Rood Bridge Park and Orenco Woods Nature Park 
	Target: 

	The City and partners have been restoring important wetland and riparian areas to improve native wildlife populations. As part of the restoration, annual amphibian egg mass monitoring is conducted to track these species and the habitats they rely on. One of these is the northern red-legged frog, which is recognized as a sensitive species by Oregon Fish and Wildlife. Amphibian populations regularly fluctuate (see graph) due to changing environmental conditions, but there has been a steady increase long term.
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	THREE 

	Number of native plants installed by City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services 
	Net annual increase in # of native plants installed 
	Target: 

	This year, the City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services installed over 352,000 native plants in Hillsboro watersheds, bringing the total to just over 2 million since the Environmental Stewardship Committee began tracking this indicator in 2019. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	FOUR 

	Number of acres of lawn or turf converted to pollinator-friendly vegetation 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	Indicator under evaluation for practicality. 
	Status: 

	5 
	INDICATOR 
	FIVE 

	Number of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro 
	Net annual increase in certifications 
	Target: 

	Washington County, in partnership with Columbia Land Trust and Bird Alliance of Oregon, conducted 28 Hillsboro Backyard Habitat site assessments (236 since inception) and issued nine new certifications (60 total). This indicator was launched in 2020. 
	Status: 

	SPRING 
	2025 

	Existing Yard 
	Figure
	SPRING 
	2025 

	Prep Work Completed 
	Figure
	SPRING
	 2025 

	Planting Completed 
	Figure
	FALL 
	2025 

	Native Habitat Thriving + Wildlife Returns 
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	SIX 

	Days with ‘Moderate’ and ‘Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups’ air quality 
	Zero UFSG days 
	Target: 

	This indicator was launched in 2015. In Hillsboro, DEQ Air Quality Index (AQI) sensor stations only track PM2.5 readings at present. As shown in the graph below, Hillsboro has experienced relatively few UFSG AQI or worse days since 2015 and nearly all those days occur in late summer (wildfires) and early winter (wood burning stoves, fog). Conditions were hazardous in 2020 as fire smoke drifted into the area. Fortunately, there have been very few such days in the recent past. This year, the Environmental Ste
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	SEVEN 

	Percent municipal water unaccounted for (water loss) 
	Maintain system losses below 10% total use 
	Target: 

	The City and Joint Water Commission have been industry leaders in the prevention of water loss. After implementing new technology in 2022, the City kept water loss to about 5%. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	ENERGY + MOBILITY 
	INDICATOR 
	EIGHT 

	Volume of community-wide energy produced by renewable sources 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	Overall and per capita energy consumption grew significantly between 2018 and 2024. However, over time the per capita use of renewable energy sources has increased significantly. 
	Status: 
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	Figure
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	NINE 

	Percent of total energy offset by voluntary renewable energy (electric only) purchases 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	This indicator was launched in 2010, when Hillsboro first became a US EPA Green Power Community. At that time, 35.74% of Hillsboro communitywide electricity use was matched by renewable energy purchases. In 2024, that figure grew to 65.8% and nationally, Hillsboro ranked #1 in green energy usage by volume, and #3 for usage by total percentage. The City, as a jurisdiction, is the #1 green energy consumer by volume. The City, as an entity, now matches 100% of its electricity use with green energy. Hillsboro’s
	Status: 

	As of mid-2025, 61% of Hillsboro energy usage is matched by voluntary renewable source purchases. The slight dip is likely due to newly completed development - in particular, new commercial and industrial facilities. 
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	TEN 

	Residential and commercial carbon dioxide output 
	Net annual decrease 
	Target: 

	Since 2010, carbon dioxide output has decreased in the commercial sector, but residential output has essentially plateaued. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	ELEVEN 

	Number of homes with home energy scores 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	The Hillsboro Home Energy Score Ordinance went into effect in September 2021. At the end of last year, nearly 4,000 Hillsboro homes have been issued a Home Energy Score. Among other community benefits, the information in the Home Energy Score Report provides transparency about the costs to operate the home, a standard method to compare energy efficiency and energy costs between homes, documentation for federal lending programs and a list of recommended improvements to reduce energy use and cost. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	TWELVE 

	Number of zero tailpipe emissions (electric or non-gas) vehicles per capita 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	Since 2000, electric vehicles (excluding hybrids) have grown from .55% of all Hillsboro vehicles to 2.43% at the end of 2024. This significant growth has been driven by improved battery performance, expanded charging networks and a variety of tax benefits. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	THIRTEEN 

	Number of public zero emission vehicle (ZEV) charging stations per capita 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	Over the past two years, the number of electric charging stations located in Hillsboro has soared from 105 to 191. Only three of the added stations are free to use. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	FOURTEEN 

	Community-wide emissions of greenhouse gas emissions 
	Net annual decrease 
	Target: 

	In 2022, Hillsboro produced just over 1.6 million tons of GHG emissions locally, through a combination of building energy, transportation, waste disposal, industrial uses, agriculture, forestry and land use conversion. Hillsboro activities and purchases also imported over 1.2 million tons of emissions associated with goods, food and fuel production in addition to air travel. While the community was able to offset some emissions through local carbon storage and purchased carbon offsets, the 17 thousand tons 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	FIFTEEN 

	Number of centerline miles of arterials/collectors with marked bike lanes or cycle track 
	Net annual increase (% of total miles) 
	Target: 

	Since 2018, the City of Hillsboro has added 3.3 miles of bike lanes to city streets bringing the citywide total to 71 miles of dedicated biking infrastructure. . 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	SIXTEEN 

	Number of miles of sidewalks on all streets 
	Net annual increase (% of total miles) 
	Target: 

	Since 2018, the City has installed more than 50 miles of new sidewalks bringing the citywide total to nearly 450 miles. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	SEVENTEEN 
	INDICATOR 

	Percent of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met bus line 57 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	This indicator was added in 2023 with a 2020 baseline. Following years of no growth, then modest growth last year, 833 new units came online this year. In addition to helping with the housing shortage, the placement of these units near transit increases mobility and improves community travel options. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	EIGHTEEN 

	Percent increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	Prior to the pandemic, alternative commute (any commuting that is not single-occupancy vehicle) hovered in the mid to high twenty percent range. During and immediately following the pandemic, it spiked to nearly 40%. In 2023, there was a small decline in alternative commuting, though whether that is due to more people returning to the office or some other factor remains to be seen (it appears the drop in Worked from Home corresponds to the increase in Drove Alone). 
	Status: 

	Figure
	Figure
	From 2011 through 2022, Hillsboro added an estimated 21,534 jobs for a total employment figure of 86,737. This is phenomenal growth and one of the reasons Hillsboro is often referred to as “Oregon’s Economic Engine”. But underneath those numbers lies another challenge to solve. As shown in the graph below, the percentage of Hillsboro residents employed in Hillsboro jobs has not increased since 2011, with 80% of Hillsboro jobs filled by workers who live outside the city. 
	Figure
	The graphic below displays the end outcome of this situation as of 2022. Generally speaking, each morning, 17,698  Hillsboro residents get up and go to work in their hometown. 36,135 get up and head out of town. Meanwhile, just over 69,000 Hillsboro workers in-commute from towns not named Hillsboro. Workforce training and educational initiatives are underway to address this challenge. If successful, these efforts would not only increase local incomes, but reduce commuter based carbon impacts dramatically. 
	Figure
	MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL 
	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	NINETEEN 

	Number of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 
	Net annual increase 
	Target: 

	In 2024, just five Hillsboro businesses earned Green Business recognition, a considerable drop from prior years. Local organizations that renewed their certifications include the City of Hillsboro, Ash Creek Forest Management, Intel, Synopsys Inc, and Thermo Fisher. Certification requires over 40 unique sustainability practices. Washington County is proactively reaching out to smaller business this year to increase and support participation. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	INDICATOR 
	TWENTY 

	Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste 
	Net annual decrease 
	Target: 

	In 2024, per capita waste collection was the lowest it has been for over a decade. While it is difficult to account for all factors, increased education and understanding around recycling options may be increasing diversion. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	TWENTY-ONE 
	INDICATOR 

	Percent solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors 
	Annual increase 
	Target: 

	2024 is the inaugural year for this indicator. Approximately 23% of Hillsboro solid waste was recovered. Major recovery categories included yard debris, comingled recycling, organics and glass. 
	Status: 

	17 
	TWENTY-TWO 
	INDICATOR 

	Number of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities) 
	Annual increase 
	Target: 

	Since the Committee started tracking Library of Things Collection and Circulation figures in 2022, there has been a gradual increase in both. Similarly, the overall library collection and circulation volumes have grown in the years since ESC began tracking that indicator. The more people borrow or re-use books and tools, the less they’re purchasing often single-use items. 
	Status: 

	Figure
	Figure
	18 
	Hilsboro 2035 Community Plan 
	Hilsboro 2035 Community Plan 
	Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Progress Report 

	Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal 
	Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize greenhouse gas emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, businesses, and community institutions understand the link between economic prosperity and environmental health and work collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future generations. 
	Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship Lead Partners 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	City of Hillsboro 

	• 
	• 
	Clean Water Services 

	• 
	• 
	Energy Trust of Oregon 

	• 
	• 
	Hillsboro School District 

	• 
	• 
	Metro 

	• 
	• 
	Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

	• 
	• 
	TriMet 

	• 
	• 
	Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District 

	• 
	• 
	Washington County 

	• 
	• 
	Westside Transportation Alliance 


	Figure
	Progress Report 
	As the chart below shows, 44 of 45 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully implemented or underway. Most of the actions are ongoing programs that will continue on. New actions will be added based on community input received during the Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan update in 2024-2025. 
	-

	Figure
	PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS 
	NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
	Water Conservation Best Practices and Incentives 
	Partner(s): Hillsboro Water 
	Hillsboro Water remains committed to supporting our community by providing funding for water-efficiency upgrades including turf removal, irrigation controller enhancements, and a variety of other water-saving initiatives for both residential and commercial customers. The main challenge we face is identifying diverse ways to increase participation in our Water Conservation Rebate Programs. 
	Residential Energy Efficiency Retrofits 
	Partner(s): Community Action 
	Since July 2024, Community Action has provided weatherization services to over 50 low-income Hillsboro residents, helping to improve home energy efficiency, enhance comfort, and lower utility bills. These efforts directly support our most vulnerable neighbors, contributing to a more sustainable and equitable community. 
	Native Species Plantings 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services, Other Partners 
	City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services and various local, state and federal partners installed over 350 native plant and tree species in Hillsboro watershed basins, bringing the overall total to more than 2 million plantings since the Environmental Stewardship Committee began tracking this information in 2019. 
	20 
	ENERGY + MOBILITY 
	Expand Availability of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro 
	In 2024 and 2025, the City added new public charging stations for visitors at Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve and at the Shute Park Aquatic and Recreation Center and received federal and state funding to support the projects. 
	Transit Service Span and Frequency Expansion 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Metro 
	The City adopted the Locally Preferred Alternative for TV Highway Transit and Safety Project. The project is anticipated to bring frequent express bus service to the TV Highway corridor and leverage federal, state, regional, and local funding. The City also collaborated with Metro to fund technology improvements to the MAX crossing at 185th Avenue and pursued multiple grant opportunities for an interim solution (intelligent transportation system at the 185th/ Baseline intersection) and long-term solution (c
	Transit Facilities Enhancements 
	Partner(s): TriMet 
	TriMet is replacing 75 bus shelters that are over 20 years old throughout the system, and plans to maintain a schedule that replaces shelters at year 20. TriMet will also be going into construction for transit center rebuilds and expansions at Beaverton Transit Center and Oregon City Transit Center. 
	20 
	MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL 
	Better Recycling Technology 
	Partner(s): Metro 
	In 2024 staff from Metro participated in the Rulemaking Advisory Committee and a Commingled Recycling Processing Facility Technical Working Group and advocated for Oregon taking the lead with strong post-collection material recovery standards that ensure recyclables are consistently recycled into new products. 
	Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 
	Partner(s): Metro 
	Between March and October of 2024, Metro hosted four Household Waste Collection events in Hillsboro including two at Hillsboro High School, and two at Epson. 
	Single-use Product Reduction Strategies 
	Partner(s): Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
	DEQ completed a second rule making and is now implementing the Plastic Pollution and Recycling Modernization Act. DEQ is working with Circular Action Alliance on implementation as well as permitting commingled recycling processing facilities. DEQ is working with local governments on updates to the Opportunity to Recycle program. / recycling/Pages/Modernizing-Oregons-Recycling-System.aspx 
	https://www.oregon.gov/deq
	https://www.oregon.gov/deq


	Local Materials Re-Use Support 
	Partner(s): Metro 
	The Regional System Facilities Plan was adopted with a specific investment strategy to locate a network of six community drop-off depots to benefit the public by prioritizing collection and recovery of reuse, recycling and household hazardous waste materials across the metro area. To support investment in reuse and repair, Metro awarded $750,000 in one-time funding for local nonprofit reuse and repair organizations experiencing financial hardship or operational deficits. In addition to this funding, Metro e
	Water Re-Use Opportunities 
	Partner(s): Clean Water Services 
	Clean Water Services met with City of Hillsboro representatives from the Parks and Recreation, Water, and Economic and Community Development departments to discuss how to deliver reuse water to Rood Bridge Park for irrigation by 2026. 
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