Environmental Stewardship Committee
Meeting #1, 2025-2026

October 2, 2025, 4:00-6:00 PM
Hillsboro Civic Center, 150 E Main St, Hillsboro, First Floor, Rooms 113 B/C

Attendees: Annabelle Bailey, Audrey O’'Brien, Brigette Harrington, Brittany Contreras, Carla Chen,
Catherine Ngaingne, Catherine Tran, Cynthia Westby, Dacia Bakkum, Elizabeth Case, Fawn Bergen,
Jason Robertson, Jeff Pazdalski, Mac Martin, Michelle Knoke, Natalia Ojeda, Robin Straughan, Scott
McEwen, Shresha Karmacharya, Tina Bailey, Tyler Geel; Guests: Amy Meaut, Bernadette Le, Debby
Garman, Jonathan Clark, Lisa Renee Wilson, Nik Whitcomb, Sean Morrison

Absent: Christian Robertson-Lofthouse, Christian Vazquez Rivera, Juan Pedro Moreno Olmeda,
Laura Trunk, Mia Hocking, Nina Carlson, Pallavi Pande, Vinod Singh, Wendy Veliz

Welcome & Roundtable Introductions
Chair, Elizabeth Case, welcomed the group and led a round of introductions.

Council Corner/Environmental Stewardship Updates
Council Updates

e City Council members have been participating in a series of “Hillsboro 101" work sessions.
The Hillsboro 101 work session series provide City Councilors with a foundational
understanding of important issues and policy areas, including potential challenges,
opportunities, and complexities.

e The Washington County Library and Public Safety levies are up for renewal.

e Mayor Pace is co-signing a letter in support of the City of Portland to manage their own
public safety without federal intervention.

Environmental Stewardship Updates
e Climate Action Plan components are all completed.

o Just finished community engagement process, which included a survey for public
input. More than 400 responses were received including feedback on how to prioritize
the strategies in the plan.

o The Climate Action Plan will be shared with City Council in a work session on
November 18.

e Hillsboro plans to join the Clean Air Construction Program, a regional intergovernmental
consortium, in early 2026. The program will require clean diesel equipment on all large City



https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/departments/city-manager-s-office/hillsboro-101
https://hillsboro-oregon.gov/climateplan
https://www.portland.gov/procurement/clean-air-construction

construction projects over a million dollars. Robin will be meeting with the program
coordinator to discuss the next steps for the process to join.

e In partnership with Community Action and Community Energy Project, the City recently
launched the updated Energy Efficiency Assistance Program for income qualified renters and
homeowners. The program provides financial assistance for home energy efficiency
improvements that help reduce energy use, lower energy costs, and improve home comfort.

e The Youth Advisory Council Climate Resiliency and Sustainability Sub-Committee drafted new
guidelines to improve the sustainability of City events and meetings by focusing on reducing
energy and emissions, supporting green businesses and sustainable food options, and
reducing waste. The guidelines were approved by City Management and shared with
employees this summer. Robin is working with HR to develop an employee training course
about the new guidelines.

e Jason Robertson provided a high level overview of the ESC indicator set. He said the annual
report will be published soon.

TV Highway Transit and Safety Project Update (TriMet)
Nik Whitcomb, Community Affairs Coordinator and Bernadette Le, Project Manager with TriMet,
shared information about the TV Highway Transit and Safety Project.

e The goal of the project is to improve safety and travel experience for those that rely on Line
57 bus for work, school, healthcare appointments, groceries, and other daily needs.

e TriMet is partnering with Metro and the Oregon Department of Transportation as well as the
cities of Forest Grove, Cornelius, Hillsboro, Beaverton, and Washington County to complete
this project and facilitate the upgrades.

e Upgrades that will be made possible through this project include ensuring each station
platform is paired with a new or existing enhanced crossing to help people safely cross the
highway. Stations will also have features to improve access for individuals with disabilities or
mobility devices, and all stations will be on a platform with curbs and a waiting area. Having a
near level bus platform helps speed up service since the bus does not need to kneel as far
when it picks up passengers but also increases safety as it separates riders from moving
traffic. The project is also looking to eliminate partial pullout stops along the corridor.

e This project will also bring larger, 60 foot long, FX (Frequent Express) articulated, or “bendy”
buses to the corridor.

e Avariety of enhancements will be used to help speed up trips including:
o Three entry doors on the buses to lessen boarding time

o Payment readers at each of the three doors


https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/EEAP

o Bikes within the bus which also helps speed up boarding
o Consolidated stops to optimize pickups and drop offs

o Incorporating technology like Transit Signal Priority, or TSP, which helps the signal to
see if a bus is coming and can hold the green light for the bus. TSP helps to keep the
bus moving and make service faster and more reliable.

Finally, the project is looking for opportunities like Business Access Turn Lanes or queue
jumps to help get the bus through traffic and intersections where there are bottlenecks.

e With these upgrades, TV Highway would become a 12-minute service every day of the week,
most hours of the day.

e Plans for the full 16 mile corridor will include 41 station pairs between Forest Grove and
Beaverton and will follow the same route as the current Line 57. Stops in downtown
Cornelius are still in discussion and to be determined.

e There will be two advisory committees for this project - the Policy & Budget Committee and
Community Advisory Committee. The Policy and Budget Committee is made up of elected
officials and city and county executive staff. This group will advise on the high-level elements
of the project and provide advice from our partners to guide TriMet's decision making.

e The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) will be made up of community members and
representatives from community based organizations across the county. This group will
provide feedback to TriMet and the design contractor on design of stations, guidance on
potential community engagement efforts, and serve as a representative to ensure that
community perspectives are shared with technical staff and vice versa.

e TriMet is accepting Community Advisory Committee (CAC) applications through mid-
November. Apply at https://trimet.org/tvhighway/cac. Please feel free to share this
information with your networks.

e Sign up to receive TriMet TV Highway Transit and Safety Project updates or email Nik
Whitcomb, Community Affairs Coordinator, at whitcomn@trimet.org.

Urban Forestry Program Update

Lisa Renee Wilson, Urban Forester with the City of Hillsboro, provided updates about the City's
Urban Forestry Program.

e Atree inventory was recently completed in some City parks and right of ways in SE Hillsboro.
Ideally, a city should have about 30% tree canopy coverage, and Hillsboro is currently at 18%.

e Continuing to monitor areas for the arrival of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and the
Mediterranean Oak Borer and phasing in treatment plans to help mitigate the loss of trees.

e EAB has already infested areas surrounding Hillsboro so it will likely just be a matter of time
before it is found in Hillsboro.


https://trimet.org/tvhighway/cac
https://trimet.org/tvhighway/index.htm#getinvolved

The City is tagging trees with QR codes to an informational webpage with links to the Urban
Forestry and Emeral Ash Borer response webpages. Information includes how to identify ash
trees, EAB information, signs and symptoms of an infestation, and reporting protocols.

The EAB Management Plan includes quarantine areas of infestation, community education,
EAB confirmation protocols, treatments, removals/replants, and wood waste management.
Treatment is about 97% effective on mature trees.

A new program will be created to protect heritage and significant trees over 80 years old,
more than 20" DBH (Diameter at Breast Height), and of community or historical importance.
Urban Forestry Program is partnering with the sidewalk team to create a hazard reduction
workflow and tree retention strategy to retain more trees where possible and place priority
on larger, older trees and under canopied areas.

Working to strategically plant more trees in under canopied areas with partners including
Friends of Trees and Parks & Recreation.

Public tree focus areas include Shute Park, Witch Hazel Village South open space, McKinney
Park, and Witch Hazel Elementary School. Private trees focus will be in climate justice and
equity mapped areas of Downtown.

Backyard Habitat Gold Certification Process
ESC member, Cynthia Westby, shared photos of her Backyard Habitat Gold Certified yard. Learn
more about the Backyard Habitat Certification Program.

YAC Overview

Youth Advisory Council (YAC) members Annabelle Bailey, Anna Kappler, and Brigette Harrington
shared information about the YAC, YAC subcommittees, and projects.

The YAC is a City board comprised of 20-30 high school students across Hillsboro
Local high school students can get involved in the community, learn about local government,
and develop leadership skills
Made of various subcommittees which reflect the needs of the community. Every
subcommittee plans a service project and volunteer event
Current YAC Subcommittees:
o Youth Welfare
Youth Engagement
Climate Sustainability & Resiliency
Arts & Culture
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

O O O O

YAC Climate Sustainability and Resiliency Subcommittee projects include:
o Partnered with the City to create a Climate Change webpage on the City website


https://backyardhabitats.org/
https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/departments/city-manager-s-office/sustainability/climate-change

o Working to develop materials guidance to reduce use of single-use products at public
meetings and events

Member Announcements and Public Comment
e HillsDoer Day took place on Saturday, October 4.
e Westside Transportation Alliance is promoting the “Get There” challenge to encourage
commuting alternatives other than single-occupancy vehicle.


https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/departments/parks-recreation/classes-programs/volunteer/hillsdoer-day?trk=public_post_main-feed-card-text
https://getthereoregon.org/challenge
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