Environmental Stewardship Committee
Meeting Summary #4, 2025-2026

April 23, 2026, 4:00-6:00 PM
Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve Nature Center
2600 SW Hillsboro Hwy, Hillsboro, OR 97123

Attendees: Annabelle Bailey, Ashley Walsh , Audrey O’'Brien, Carla Chen, Catherine
Ngaingne, Catherine Tran, Christian Robertson-Lofthouse, Dacia Bakkum, Debby Garman
(guest), Elizabeth Case, Jason Robertston, Juan Pedro Moreno Olmeda, Laura Trunk, Lori
Prince (guest), Mac Martin, Mia Hocking, Michelle Knoke, Robin Straughan, Shresha
Karmacharya, Tyler Geel, and Vinod Singh.

Absent: Brigette Harrington, Cynthia Westby, Jeff Pazdalski, Natalia Ojeda Leon, Nina Carlson,
Pallavi Pande, Scott McEwen, Tina Bailey, Wendy Veliz, and Yohana Parra.

Welcome & Introductions, Elizabeth Case
Elizabeth Case welcomed the group and asked for a round of introductions.

Council Corner, Elizabeth Case
Council updates include:

e The City Council hosted their annual retreat this past February.

e Future meetings can be viewed on the City’s YouTube channel.

e The Hillsboro City Council voted unanimously to codify the City of Hillsboro’s
sanctuary status into Hillsboro’s Municipal Code.

e This month, there was a ribbon cutting for the new Hillsboro Hops stadium. The
rock band Chicago will host the first concert at the new stadium on Friday,
September 25.

e Councilor Harris recommended pausing Hillsboro data center permits until the
Oregon Data Center Advisory Committee completes its report, which will include
policy recommendations and actions to address issues related to data center
expansion. The report is expected by October 2026.

e Councilor Pace participated in the 2026 Earth Day Live Panel with Mayors from
Savannah, Georgia and Riverside, California.

¢ City Council approved an Intergovernmental Agreement with Washington County
to administer recycling contamination reduction programming (focused on
multifamily housing) on the City’s behalf.

e On April 7, 2026, Mayor Beach Pace proclaimed April 24, 2026, as Hillsboro Arbor
Day. The proclamation honors the history of Arbor Day, its environmental benefits,
and Hillsboro’s status as a Tree City USA community since 2018. It calls on
residents to:

o Plant trees to benefit the community and future generations



https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/diversity-equity-and-inclusion
https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/our-city/diversity-equity-and-inclusion
https://library.municode.com/or/hillsboro/codes/municipal_code
https://chicagotheband.com/js_events/chicago-at-hillsboro-hops/
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Get-Involved/Pages/Oregon-Data-Center-Advisory-Committee.aspx
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-live/

o Support public tree care and urban forestry efforts
o Recognize the role of trees in reducing erosion, lowering energy costs,
improving air quality, and enhancing property values

e The City officially recognized April 19-25, 2026 as National Volunteer Week . A
proclamation, issued by Mayor Beach Pace on April 7, 2026, honors the vital role
volunteers play in enhancing open spaces, supporting libraries, recreation centers,
community events, and neighborhood beautification, while also fostering civic
engagement and community connection.

e The City of Hillsboro will celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2026, marking 150 years
since its incorporation in October 1876 as a municipal government. The festivities
will run throughout the year, with a major culminating event on Saturday, October
17, 2026, at the Tom Hughes Civic Center Plaza in Downtown Hillsboro.

Jackson Bottom Overview and Tour, Laura Trunk

Laura Trunk, the City of Hillsboro’s Watershed Restoration Coordinator and Wildlife
Biologist, shared the history and key features of Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, along
with information on the invasive emerald ash borer (EAB) and ongoing efforts to mitigate
its impacts. Laura also took the group on a guided tour of the wetlands.

Highlights from the presentation and tour include:

¢ Since the 1850's, 50% of wetlands have been lost due to development.

e Inthe 1880’s, the City of Hillsboro’s first sewer system was created. Jackson Bottom
was used as a sewage and wastewater disposal site.

e Inthe 1930's, Jackson Bottom was used for farming.

e In 2008, Laura began restoration work.

e Since then, there has been a return of native wildlife including a more than 3,000%
increase in amphibian population and more than five miles of trails have been
constructed.

e The Oregon Ash tree is the most pervasive tree in the wetlands since they can
readily tolerate both flood and drought conditions.

e Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a wood-boring beetle that was initially discovered in
Forest Grove and is now also in Hillsboro, which targets Oregon Ash trees.

e Its presence has been confirmed along Dairy Creek across from Jackson Bottom.

e Once atree s infected, it dies withing 2-5 years. There is no known way to stop the
spread of EAB.

e EAB will kill more than 99% of all ash trees. 95% of trees in Jackson Bottom are
Oregon Ash and most will be lost in the next 10 years resulting in negative
ecological impacts including erosion, loss of habitat and wildlife, declined water
quality, loss of fish and other aquatic life, and recreational losses.

e Work is underway to transition to a new and different habitat by proactively
replanting the entire site before EAB kills the Ash trees.

e Some trees were removed to prevent future hazards and to open the canopy to



allow light in so new trees can grow.

About 400 Ash trees are being treated for EAB on a three year, rotating cycle.
There are also efforts by several groups who have collected hundreds of
thousands of seeds from native Oregon ash. The goal is to store seeds for future
planting and support research into breeding ash trees that may resist the emerald
ash borer.

Additional information available at:

Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve History & Restoration
Invasive emerald ash borer could wipe out Oregon'’s ash trees. Here’s how you can

help - OPB
EAB Webpage - Web Map | Oregon-EAB

Wrap-Up and Member Announcements, All

Jackson Bottom in Bloom: May 2, 11 AM-3 PM

Hillsboro 2035 Partner Celebration: June 18 @ The Venetian, 4-5:30 PM

Westside Sustainable Living Fair: July 18, 9am-1pm, Hillsboro Downtown Farmers'
Market on 2" Avenue between Main Street and Lincoln Street.



https://youtu.be/6-SwnrHI894?si=vaoZFRF7ugH5W-dE
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/05/02/invasive-emerald-ash-borer-beetle-killing-oregon-ash-trees/
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/05/02/invasive-emerald-ash-borer-beetle-killing-oregon-ash-trees/
https://oregon-eab-geo.hub.arcgis.com/pages/survey-monitoring
https://www.hillsboro-oregon.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/143830/4928
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