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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the FY 2025-2026 Hillsboro Environmental Stewardship Annual Progress Report.  
 
Environmental Stewardship is one of five focus areas in the Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan, and the 
only one with a dedicated committee. The Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) provides 
implementation oversight of this focus area, serves as sustainability advisor to City Council, and tracks 
the more than twenty environmental indicators shared in this supplemental annual report. 

INDICATOR STATUS

The ESC  developed or is otherwise evaluating 22 unique indicators to track environmental stewardship 
progress over time. The status of each is outlined in the pages to follow, including those that remain 
under development or have gaps in annual data availability.
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NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION INDICATORS

1      # of acres in Tualatin River watershed sub-basins owned or under easement for  
     resource  preservation  

Target: Annual increase in acreage conserved/under protection

Status: Hillsboro’s watershed includes seven sub-basins that surround and encompass city limits. Data 
is tracked and reported by multiple partners including the City of Hillsboro, Tualatin Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Clean Water Services and US Forest Service. The general coverage area is depicted 
in the graphic below. As of 2026, 5,282 acres are under some form of conservation. 
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   2   % increase in abundance, population size & distribution of native amphibian species 
at Jackson Bottom Wetlands, Rood Bridge Park and Orenco Woods Nature Park 

Target: Annual increase in abundance, population size and distribution of native amphibian species at 
Jackson Bottom Wetlands, Rood Bridge Park and Orenco Woods Nature Park

Status: The City of Hillsboro and partner organizations have been restoring important wetland and 
riparian areas to improve native wildlife populations. As part of the restoration efforts, annual amphibian 
egg mass monitoring is conducted to track these species and the habitats they rely on. One of these 
species is the northern red-legged frog, which is recognized as a sensitive species by Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife. Amphibian populations regularly fluctuate (see graph) due to changing environmental 
conditions, but there has been a steady increase long-term. Over the last two years, counts have been 
lower due to consecutive drought years that impacted juveniles. 

10 25 21 10 35
101

190
138

253 234 228 247 266

504

173 202

123 128

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Red Legged Frog Egg Masses at Jackson Bottom Wetland 
Preserve: 2007-2025

3



3    
  # native plants installed by City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services

Target: Net annual increase in # of native plants installed  

Status: This year, the City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services installed over 331,000 native plants in 
Hillsboro watersheds, bringing the total to just over 2 million since tracking began in 2019. 
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4   # acres of lawn or turf converted to pollinator-friendly vegetation

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Indicator under evaluation for practicality.
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 # of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro

Target: Net annual increase in certifications

Status: Washington County, in partnership with the Columbia Land Trust and Bird Alliance of Oregon, 
conducted 28 Hillsboro Backyard Habitat site assessments (236 since 2020) and issued nine new 
certifications (60 total). 

8
13

7
12 11 98

21
28

40

51

60

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

# of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro: 2020-2025

# of Certifications Running Total 4



6    
 Days with ‘Moderate’ and ‘Unhealthy For Sensitive Groups’ (UFSG) air quality 

Target: Zero UFSG days

Status: In Hillsboro, DEQ Air Quality Index (AQI) sensor stations only track PM2.5 readings at present. As 
shown in the graph below, Hillsboro has experienced relatively few UFSG AQI or worse days since 2015 
– and nearly all of those days occur in late summer (forest fires) and early winter (wood burning stoves, 
fog). There was a sharp spike in 2020 as Canada-originating fire smoke drifted into the Pacific Northwest. 
Fortunately, there have been very few such days over the past few years. Last year, the Envrionmental 
Stewardship Committee adopted a new data source to eliminate lag reporting. New data comes from 
Environmental Protection Agency and World Air Quality Index project.
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7    
 % municipal water unaccounted for (water loss)  

Target: Maintain system losses below 10% total use

Status: The City of Hillsboro and Joint Water Commission have been industry leaders in the prevention of 
water loss. After implementing new technology in 2022, the City has kept water loss to about 5%. 
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ENERGY AND MOBILITY INDICATORS

8    
 % renewable sources in Hillsboro energy use profile

Target: Net annual increase

Status: This is the inaugural year for this revised indicator. As of 2024, renewable sources account for 
19% of Hillsboro’s energy use profile (including industrial, commercial and residential).
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9    
 % of total energy offset by renewable energy (electric only) purchases 

Target: Net annual increase

Status: This indicator was launched in 2010, when Hillsboro first became a US EPA Green Power 
Community. At that time, 35.74% of Hillsboro communitywide energy use was offset by renewable 
energy purchases. In 2024, that figure grew to 65.8% nationally, and Hillsboro ranked #1 in green energy 
usage by volume, and #3 for usage by total percentage. The city, as a jurisdiction, is the #1 green energy 
consumer by volume. The City, as an entity, now offsets 126% of its energy use with green energy. 
Hillsboro’s portfolio includes biomass, low-impact hydro, solar and wind resources. 

As of mid-2025, 61% of Hillsboro energy use is offset by renewable source purchases. The slight dip is 
likely due to newly completed development – industrial, commercial and industrial. With continuing 
education and outreach, it is anticipated that the total percent increase will rebound.
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   10  Residential and commercial solar installations

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Hillsboro homeowners and commercial businesses have installed 1,910 solar projects.
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11    
 # of Homes with Home Energy Score

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Hillsboro’s Home Energy Score Ordinance went into effect September 1, 2021. At the end of 
last year, nearly 5,000 Hillsboro homes had received a Home Energy Score, increasing at a rate of 
approximately 1,000 per year. Among the many community benefits, the information in the Home Energy 
Score Report provides transparency about the costs to operate the home, a standard method to compare 
energy efficiency and energy costs between homes, documentation for federal lending programs and a 
list of recommended improvements to reduce energy use and cost. 
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12    
 # of zero tailpipe emissions (electric or non-gas) vehicles per capita 

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Since 2000, electric vehicles (excluding hybrids) have grown from .55% of all Hillsboro vehicles 
to 3.12% at the end of 2025. This significant growth has been driven by improved battery performance, 
expanded charging networks and a variety of tax benefits.
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13    
 # of public zero emission vehicle (ZEV) charging stations per capita 

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Over the past two years, the number of electric vehicle charging stations located in Hillsboro has 
soared from 105 to 191. Three of the stations are free to use.
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14    
 Community-wide greenhouse gas emissions  

Target: Net annual decrease

Status: In 2022, Hillsboro produced just over 1.6 million tons of GHG emissions locally, through a 
combination of building energy, transportation, waste disposal, industrial uses, agriculture, forestry 
and product use. Hillsboro activities and purchases also imported over 1.2 million tons of emissions 
associated with goods, food and fuel production in addition to air travel. While the community was able 
to offset some emissions through local carbon storage and purchased carbon offsets, the 17 thousand 
tons offset is a minor fraction of overall carbon emissions produced. More recent data not yet available.
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15    
 # of centerline miles of arterials/collectors with marked bike lanes or cycletrack 

Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles)

Status: Since 2018, the City of Hillsboro has added 8.1 miles of bike lanes to city streets, making it easier 
for people to get around by bike.
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16    
# of miles of sidewalks on all streets  

Target: Net annual increase (% of total miles)

Status: Since 2018, the City has installed nearly 54.2 miles of new sidewalks. 

17    
% of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met  line 57 

Target: Net annual increase

Status: This indicator was added in 2023 with a 2020 baseline. Following years of no growth, then modest 
growth last year, 1,376 units have been added over the past two years primarily driven by growth in 
Reed’s Crossing. In addition to helping with the housing shortage, the placement of these units near 
major transit stations means more people can travel sans auto.
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18    
% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 

Target: Net annual increase

Status: Prior to 2021, alternative commuting (any commuting that is not single-occupancy vehicle) 
hovered in the mid to high twenty percent range. During and immediately following the pandemic, it 
spiked to nearly 40%. In 2023, there was a small decline in alternative commuting, though whether that is 
due to more people returning to the office or some other factor remains to be seen (it appears the drop 
in Worked from Home corresponds to the increase in Drove Alone).
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From 2011 through 2023, Hillsboro added an estimated 24,468 jobs for a total employment figure of 
89,671. This is phenomenal growth and one of the reasons Hillsboro is often referred to as “Oregon’s 
Economic Engine”. But underneath those numbers lies another challenge to solve. As shown in the graph 
below, the percentage of Hillsboro residents employed in Hillsboro jobs has not increased since 2011, 
with 80% of Hillsboro jobs filled by workers who live outside the city.

The graphic below displays the outcome of this situation as of 2023. Generally speaking, 18,812 Hillsboro 
residents live and work in Hillsboro, 37,769 Hillsboro residents work in another city and nearly 71,000 
Hillsboro workers live in other cities and commute in to Hillsboro. Workforce training and educational 
initiatives are underway to address this challenge. If successful, these efforts would not only increase 
local incomes, but reduce commuter based carbon impacts dramatically.
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The graphs below show where Hillsboro residents work and where Hillsboro workers live. While Portland 
is the largest concentration for both, workers are clearly spread throughout the greater Portland Metro 
region.
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# of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 

MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL INDICATORS

19

Target: Net annual increase

Status: In 2024, five Hillsboro businesses received Green Business recognition, a considerable drop 
from prior years. Local organizations that renewed their certifications include the City of Hillsboro, Ash 
Creek Forest Management, Intel, Synopsys Inc, and Thermo Fisher. Certification requires over 40 unique 
sustainability practices. Washington County is proactively reaching out to smaller business to increase 
and support participation. 
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20    
Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste collectors

Target: Net annual decrease

Status: In 2024, per capita waste collection was the lowest it has been for over a decade. While it is 
difficult to account for all factors, it appears increased education and understanding around recycling 
options appears to be increasing diversion.
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21    
% solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors

Target: Annual decrease

Status: 2024 was the inaugural year for this indicator. Approximately 23% of Hillsboro solid waste was 
recovered. Major recovery categories included yard debris, containers, comingled, organics and glass.
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22    
# of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities)

Target: Annual increase

Status: Since tracking began in 2022, there has been a gradual increase in both the number of items in 
the Library of Things collection and circulation volume. The more people borrow books, tools, equipment, 
games, and other items, the less need there is to purchasing single-use items.
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HILLSBORO 2035 COMMUNITY PLAN 
ENVIROMENTAL STEWARDSHIP FOCUS AREA REPORT

Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal

Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize 
greenhouse gas emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, businesses, and 
community institutions understand the link between economic prosperity and environmental health and 
work collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future generations.

Environmental Stewardship Lead Community Partners

•	 City of Hillsboro
•	 Clean Water Services
•	 Energy Trust of Oregon
•	 Hillsboro School District
•	 Metro
•	 Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

•	 TriMet
•	 Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
•	 Washington County
•	 Waste Free Advocates
•	 Westside Transportation Alliance

Progress Report Graph

As the chart below shows, 29 of 34 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully 
implemented or underway. The remaining five actions are anticipated to start before 2030. 
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IMPLEMENTATION PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION

Tree Canopy Protection and Expansion 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services, Friends of Trees, and Others 
 
Hillsboro is facing a tree canopy challenge. Currently, the city’s coverage is just 17%, with 40% being the 
ideal target. Moreover, the community stands to lose up to 10% more coverage due to various factors 
including the arrival of the invasive Emerald Ash Borer. 

Fortunately, action is already underway to protect and expand tree planting. The City and partners have 
nearly completed a comprehensive inventory (18,000 trees and counting), and treated over 450 trees 
susceptible to the Emerald Ash Borer. Additional steps are being taken to educate private tree owners, 
expand treatment plans and organize wood waste systems. The City is also working to update street tree 
codes and ensure future plantings of native species.

Clean Air Construction Program 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro

The City officially joined the Clean Air Construction Program on January 1, 2026. The purpose of the 
regional collaboration is to ensure shared practices for reducing diesel emissions during construction 
activities throughout the Portland Metro Area.

Native Landscape Protection 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, and Others

The Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District delivered a number of success stories in 2025. The 
agency’s Watershed Navigator website was fully translated into Spanish, ensuring more neighbors are 
able to learn about the watershed, identify invasive species and find information about integrated pest 
management (IPM) practices that allow residents to maintain healthy yards without the use of toxic 
applications. 

The agency also hosted numerous virtual IPM workshops and expanded its partnership with the 
Backyard Habitat Certification Program. In 2025, Habitat Technicians conducted 46 new site assessments 
in Hillsboro, bringing the running total to 232 since the program launched in 2020. Hillsboro is now one 
of the most active participants among all regions served by the program.
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ENERGY AND MOBILITY

Energy Savings Assistance
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro and Energy Trust of Oregon 

Energy Trust of Oregon offers a wide range of energy assistance programs for home owners and renters 
alike. This year, Energy Trust is preparing a comprehensive marketing and education campaign to ensure 
people know what programs are available and how to access them. Promotional activities will include 
digital ads, new website content and information sharing through the City’s website, newsletter and other 
communications. 

Photo Courtesy of TriMet

Clean and Safet Public Transit
Partner(s): TriMet

TriMet is adding blue light security phones to all Max stations to enhance sense of security and expedite 
response to any potential incidents. The agency is also modernizing rider infrastructure. Seven bus 
shelters have been replaced to date, featuring an open design, solar-powered lighting, transit and arrival 
screens, increased overhead coverage, and durable shatter-resistant polycarbonate panels. TriMet also 
continues to diversify its fleet fuel. Buses serving Line 88 in Hillsboro use a mix of diesel and battery 
electric power sources.

Mobility Enhancements
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro

The City has initiated several projects to make it easier to get around using alternative transportation 
modes. A new Bicycle and Pedestrian Toolkit will help inform future road design considerations, and a 
new signage plan will help direct riders and walkers to lower volume and lower speed network routes. 
The City also installed five additional Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons in 2025 to improve driver 
awareness, and continues to assemble trail easements throughout the city. One recently completed 
greenway segment is the bicycle and pedestrian bridge across Butternut Creek below the Cornelius Pass 
bridge. Future segments are being planned now and will be included in the City’s updated Transportation 
Systems Plan. 21



MATERIALS RECOVERY AND RENEWAL

Food Waste Reduction 
Partner(s): Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and Washington County

In 2025, nearly 2,000 unique users visited Washington County’s Eat Smart, Waste Less website which 
offers household tips for stretching food budgets and reducing food waste. Moving forward, the County 
plans to merge that program with DEQ’s Bad Apple Campaign which will help establish a shared state-
wide approach for food waste reduction education.

Bulky Waste Collection 
Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Metro, Washington County Waste Haulers

Last year, Metro adopted a regional service standard requiring local waste haulers to provide bulky waste 
collection services and to state transparent upfront pricing for those services. The City promotes services 
offered by waste haulers and alternative disposal options for bulky items. 

In 2025, there were four organized large neighborhood collection events in Hillsboro, with just over 1,000 
people served. These events may soon be replaced with a more permanent solution in the form of a new 
regional collection facility in Cornelius.

School-Based Recycling and Waste Reduction 
Partner(s): Hillsboro School District

The number of cafeterias participating in the Hillsboro School District 
food scraps collection program continues to grow and many are 
now conducting waste audits to identify further waste reduction 
opportunities. Recent additions, including Orenco, Patterson, and 
Lenox, are now diverting hundreds of pounds of food waste from the 
landfill.

The District also operates the Washington County School Supply 
Reuse Room. The Reuse Room ensures materials otherwise destined 
for the landfill are instead distributed to participating schools. The 
District is also increasingly embedding sustainability into engineering, 
manufacturing and construction coursework as well as in student-
led fabrication and design projects that emphasize repair, material 
efficiency, and waste reduction.

Meeting Sustainability Guidelines 
Partner(s): Hillsboro Youth Advisory Council

Members of the Hillsboro Youth Advisory Council Climate and Sustainability Subcommittee developed 
draft Event and Meeting Sustainability Guidelines in 2025. In 2026, City management finalized the 
guidelines and launched training to ensure all departments implement the new standards to help reduce 
waste, save resources, and make City events and giveaways more sustainable.
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

The Mayor-Council appointed Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) provides implementation 
oversight of the Environmental Stewardship focus area, serves as sustainability advisor to City Council, 
and tracks the more than twenty environmental indicators.

FY 2025-2026 Committee Members:

Annabelle Bailey
Ashley Walsh
Audrey O'Brien
Brigette Harrington
Brittany Contreras
Carla Chen
Catherine Ngaingne
Catherine Tran
Christian Robertson-Lofthouse
Cynthia Westby

Elizabeth Case, Chair
Jeff Pazdalski
Juan Pedro Moreno Olmeda
Laura Trunk 
Mac Martin
Mia Hocking
Michelle Knoke, Vice Chair
Natalia Ojeda Leon
Nina Carlson
Pallavi Pande

Robin Straughan
Scott McEwen
Shresha Karmacharya
Tina Bailey
Tyler Geel
Vinod Singh
Wendy Veliz
Yohana Parra

Vision Advisor:  Jason Robertson, J Robertson and Company
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	# native plants installed by City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services



	Target: 
	Target: 
	Target: 
	Net annual increase in # of native plants installed  


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 This year, the City of Hillsboro and Clean Water Services installed over 331,000 native plants in 
	Hillsboro watersheds, bringing the total to just over 2 million since tracking began in 2019. 
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	# acres of lawn or turf converted to pollinator-friendly vegetation



	Target: 
	Target: 
	Target: 
	Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Indicator under evaluation for practicality.
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	# of backyard habitat certifications within Hillsboro



	Target: 
	Target: 
	Target: 
	Net annual increase in certifications


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Washington County, in partnership with the Columbia Land Trust and Bird Alliance of Oregon, 
	conducted 28 Hillsboro Backyard Habitat site assessments (236 since 2020) and issued nine new 
	certifications (60 total). 
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	Days with ‘Moderate’ and ‘Unhealthy For Sensitive Groups’ (UFSG) air quality 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Zero UFSG days


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 In Hillsboro, DEQ Air Quality Index (AQI) sensor stations only track PM2.5 readings at present. As 
	shown in the graph below, Hillsboro has experienced relatively few UFSG AQI or worse days since 2015 
	– and nearly all of those days occur in late summer (forest fires) and early winter (wood burning stoves, 
	fog). There was a sharp spike in 2020 as Canada-originating fire smoke drifted into the Pacific Northwest. 
	Fortunately, there have been very few such days over the past few years. Last year, the Envrionmental 
	Stewardship Committee adopted a new data source to eliminate lag reporting. New data comes from 
	Environmental Protection Agency and World Air Quality Index project.



	10115473011131051015202520152016201720182019202020212022202320242025Moderate, Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, Unhealthy, Very Unhealthy and Hazardous Air Quality Days: 2015-2025ModerateUnhealthy for SGUnhealthyVery UnhealthyHazardous
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 



	7
	7


	 
	 
	 
	% municipal water unaccounted for (water loss)  



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Maintain system losses below 10% total use


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 The City of Hillsboro and Joint Water Commission have been industry leaders in the prevention of 
	water loss. After implementing new technology in 2022, the City has kept water loss to about 5%. 
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	% renewable sources in Hillsboro energy use profile



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 This is the inaugural year for this revised indicator. As of 2024, renewable sources account for 
	19% of Hillsboro’s energy use profile (including industrial, commercial and residential).
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	% of total energy offset by renewable energy (electric only) purchases 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 This indicator was launched in 2010, when Hillsboro first became a US EPA Green Power 
	Community. At that time, 35.74% of Hillsboro communitywide energy use was offset by renewable 
	energy purchases. In 2024, that figure grew to 65.8% nationally, and Hillsboro ranked #1 in green energy 
	usage by volume, and #3 for usage by total percentage. The city, as a jurisdiction, is the #1 green energy 
	consumer by volume. The City, as an entity, now offsets 126% of its energy use with green energy. 
	Hillsboro’s portfolio includes biomass, low-impact hydro, solar and wind resources. 

	As of mid-2025, 61% of Hillsboro energy use is offset by renewable source purchases. The slight dip is 
	As of mid-2025, 61% of Hillsboro energy use is offset by renewable source purchases. The slight dip is 
	likely due to newly completed development – industrial, commercial and industrial. With continuing 
	education and outreach, it is anticipated that the total percent increase will rebound.
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	Residential and commercial solar installations



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Hillsboro homeowners and commercial businesses have installed 1,910 solar projects.
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	# of Homes with Home Energy Score



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Hillsboro’s Home Energy Score Ordinance went into effect September 1, 2021. At the end of 
	last year, nearly 5,000 Hillsboro homes had received a Home Energy Score, increasing at a rate of 
	approximately 1,000 per year. Among the many community benefits, the information in the Home Energy 
	Score Report provides transparency about the costs to operate the home, a standard method to compare 
	energy efficiency and energy costs between homes, documentation for federal lending programs and a 
	list of recommended improvements to reduce energy use and cost. 
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	# of zero tailpipe emissions (electric or non-gas) vehicles per capita 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Since 2000, electric vehicles (excluding hybrids) have grown from .55% of all Hillsboro vehicles 
	to 3.12% at the end of 2025. This significant growth has been driven by improved battery performance, 
	expanded charging networks and a variety of tax benefits.
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	# of public zero emission vehicle (ZEV) charging stations per capita 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Over the past two years, the number of electric vehicle charging stations located in Hillsboro has 
	soared from 105 to 191. Three of the stations are free to use.



	10514020160201622919123050100150200250Level 2 StationsLevel 3 StationsTotal Stations# of Total Stations Freeto UseEV Charging Stations in Hillsboro: 2023-Present202320242025
	10
	10
	10


	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 



	14
	14


	 
	 
	 
	Community-wide greenhouse gas emissions  



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual decrease


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 In 2022, Hillsboro produced just over 1.6 million tons of GHG emissions locally, through a 
	combination of building energy, transportation, waste disposal, industrial uses, agriculture, forestry 
	and product use. Hillsboro activities and purchases also imported over 1.2 million tons of emissions 
	associated with goods, food and fuel production in addition to air travel. While the community was able 
	to offset some emissions through local carbon storage and purchased carbon offsets, the 17 thousand 
	tons offset is a minor fraction of overall carbon emissions produced. More recent data not yet available.
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	# of centerline miles of arterials/collectors with marked bike lanes or cycletrack 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase (% of total miles)


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Since 2018, the City of Hillsboro has added 8.1 miles of bike lanes to city streets, making it easier 
	for people to get around by bike.
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	# of miles of sidewalks on all streets  
	# of miles of sidewalks on all streets  
	# of miles of sidewalks on all streets  



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase (% of total miles)


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Since 2018, the City has installed nearly 54.2 miles of new sidewalks. 
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	% of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met  line 57 
	% of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met  line 57 
	% of housing units located with ¼-mile of Max light rail station and Tri-Met  line 57 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 This indicator was added in 2023 with a 2020 baseline. Following years of no growth, then modest 
	growth last year, 1,376 units have been added over the past two years primarily driven by growth in 
	Reed’s Crossing. In addition to helping with the housing shortage, the placement of these units near 
	major transit stations means more people can travel sans auto.
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	% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
	% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
	% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
	% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 
	% increase in non-single-occupancy vehicle mode share alternatives 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Prior to 2021, alternative commuting (any commuting that is not single-occupancy vehicle) 
	hovered in the mid to high twenty percent range. During and immediately following the pandemic, it 
	spiked to nearly 40%. In 2023, there was a small decline in alternative commuting, though whether that is 
	due to more people returning to the office or some other factor remains to be seen (it appears the drop 
	in Worked from Home corresponds to the increase in Drove Alone).
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	From 2011 through 2023, Hillsboro added an estimated 24,468 jobs for a total employment figure of 
	From 2011 through 2023, Hillsboro added an estimated 24,468 jobs for a total employment figure of 
	From 2011 through 2023, Hillsboro added an estimated 24,468 jobs for a total employment figure of 
	89,671. This is phenomenal growth and one of the reasons Hillsboro is often referred to as “Oregon’s 
	Economic Engine”. But underneath those numbers lies another challenge to solve. As shown in the graph 
	below, the percentage of Hillsboro residents employed in Hillsboro jobs has not increased since 2011, 
	with 80% of Hillsboro jobs filled by workers who live outside the city.


	Figure
	The graphic below displays the outcome of this situation as of 2023. Generally speaking, 18,812 Hillsboro 
	The graphic below displays the outcome of this situation as of 2023. Generally speaking, 18,812 Hillsboro 
	The graphic below displays the outcome of this situation as of 2023. Generally speaking, 18,812 Hillsboro 
	residents live and work in Hillsboro, 37,769 Hillsboro residents work in another city and nearly 71,000 
	Hillsboro workers live in other cities and commute in to Hillsboro. Workforce training and educational 
	initiatives are underway to address this challenge. If successful, these efforts would not only increase 
	local incomes, but reduce commuter based carbon impacts dramatically.
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	The graphs below show where Hillsboro residents work and where Hillsboro workers live. While Portland 
	The graphs below show where Hillsboro residents work and where Hillsboro workers live. While Portland 
	The graphs below show where Hillsboro residents work and where Hillsboro workers live. While Portland 
	is the largest concentration for both, workers are clearly spread throughout the greater Portland Metro 
	region.
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	MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL INDICATORS
	MATERIALS RECOVERY + RENEWAL INDICATORS
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	# of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 
	# of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 
	# of businesses receiving Washington County Green Business Award 



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 In 2024, five Hillsboro businesses received Green Business recognition, a considerable drop 
	from prior years. Local organizations that renewed their certifications include the City of Hillsboro, Ash 
	Creek Forest Management, Intel, Synopsys Inc, and Thermo Fisher. Certification requires over 40 unique 
	sustainability practices. Washington County is proactively reaching out to smaller business to increase 
	and support participation. 
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	Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste collectors
	Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste collectors
	Total per capita solid waste collected by franchised waste collectors



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Net annual decrease


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 In 2024, per capita waste collection was the lowest it has been for over a decade. While it is 
	difficult to account for all factors, it appears increased education and understanding around recycling 
	options appears to be increasing diversion.
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	% solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors
	% solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors
	% solid waste recovered per capita by franchise waste collectors



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Annual decrease


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 2024 was the inaugural year for this indicator. Approximately 23% of Hillsboro solid waste was 
	recovered. Major recovery categories included yard debris, containers, comingled, organics and glass.
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	# of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities)
	# of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities)
	# of items available for checkout through Library of Things (all library facilities)



	Target:
	Target:
	Target:
	 Annual increase


	Status:
	Status:
	Status:
	 Since tracking began in 2022, there has been a gradual increase in both the number of items in 
	the Library of Things collection and circulation volume. The more people borrow books, tools, equipment, 
	games, and other items, the less need there is to purchasing single-use items.
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	HILLSBORO 2035 COMMUNITY PLAN
	HILLSBORO 2035 COMMUNITY PLAN
	HILLSBORO 2035 COMMUNITY PLAN
	 
	ENVIROMENTAL STEWARDSHIP FOCUS AREA REPORT


	Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal
	Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal
	Environmental Stewardship Focus Area Goal

	Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize 
	Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize 
	Hillsboro is a sustainable community that takes proactive steps to protect natural assets, minimize 
	greenhouse gas emissions, and recover, recycle, and renew resources. Residents, businesses, and 
	community institutions understand the link between economic prosperity and environmental health and 
	work collaboratively to maintain a thriving city for future generations.



	Environmental Stewardship Lead Community Partners
	Environmental Stewardship Lead Community Partners
	Environmental Stewardship Lead Community Partners

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	TriMet
	TriMet


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
	Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Washington County
	Washington County


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Waste Free Advocates
	Waste Free Advocates


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Westside Transportation Alliance
	Westside Transportation Alliance
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	• 
	• 

	City of Hillsboro
	City of Hillsboro


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Clean Water Services
	Clean Water Services


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Energy Trust of Oregon
	Energy Trust of Oregon


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Hillsboro School District
	Hillsboro School District


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Metro
	Metro


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
	Oregon Department of Environmental Quality





	Progress Report Graph
	Progress Report Graph
	Progress Report Graph

	As the chart below shows, 29 of 34 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully 
	As the chart below shows, 29 of 34 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully 
	As the chart below shows, 29 of 34 Hillsboro 2035 Environmental Stewardship actions are fully 
	implemented or underway. The remaining five actions are anticipated to start before 2030. 
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	IMPLEMENTATION PARTNER
	IMPLEMENTATION PARTNER
	IMPLEMENTATION PARTNER
	 HIGHLIGHTS


	Figure
	NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
	NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
	NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION


	Tree Canopy Protection and Expansion
	Tree Canopy Protection and Expansion
	 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Clean Water Services, Friends of Trees, and Others
	 
	 
	Hillsboro is facing a tree canopy challenge. Currently, the city’s coverage is just 17%, with 40% being the 
	ideal target. Moreover, the community stands to lose up to 10% more coverage due to various factors 
	including the arrival of the invasive Emerald Ash Borer. 

	Fortunately, action is already underway to protect and expand tree planting. The City and partners have 
	Fortunately, action is already underway to protect and expand tree planting. The City and partners have 
	nearly completed a comprehensive inventory (18,000 trees and counting), and treated over 450 trees 
	susceptible to the Emerald Ash Borer. Additional steps are being taken to educate private tree owners, 
	expand treatment plans and organize wood waste systems. The City is also working to update street tree 
	codes and ensure future plantings of native species.


	Clean Air Construction Program
	Clean Air Construction Program
	 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro

	The City officially joined the Clean Air Construction Program on January 1, 2026. The purpose of the 
	The City officially joined the Clean Air Construction Program on January 1, 2026. The purpose of the 
	regional collaboration is to ensure shared practices for reducing diesel emissions during construction 
	activities throughout the Portland Metro Area.


	Native Landscape Protection
	Native Landscape Protection
	 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, and Others

	The Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District delivered a number of success stories in 2025. The 
	The Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District delivered a number of success stories in 2025. The 
	agency’s Watershed Navigator website was fully translated into Spanish, ensuring more neighbors are 
	able to learn about the watershed, identify invasive species and find information about integrated pest 
	management (IPM) practices that allow residents to maintain healthy yards without the use of toxic 
	applications. 

	The agency also hosted numerous virtual IPM workshops and expanded its partnership with the 
	The agency also hosted numerous virtual IPM workshops and expanded its partnership with the 
	Backyard Habitat Certification Program. In 2025, Habitat Technicians conducted 46 new site assessments 
	in Hillsboro, bringing the running total to 232 since the program launched in 2020. Hillsboro is now one 
	of the most active participants among all regions served by the program.
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	ENERGY AND MOBILITY
	ENERGY AND MOBILITY
	ENERGY AND MOBILITY


	Energy Savings Assistance
	Energy Savings Assistance
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro and Energy Trust of Oregon
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro and Energy Trust of Oregon
	 

	Energy Trust of Oregon offers a wide range of energy assistance programs for home owners and renters 
	Energy Trust of Oregon offers a wide range of energy assistance programs for home owners and renters 
	alike. This year, Energy Trust is preparing a comprehensive marketing and education campaign to ensure 
	people know what programs are available and how to access them. Promotional activities will include 
	digital ads, new website content and information sharing through the City’s website, newsletter and other 
	communications. 
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	Photo Courtesy of TriMet
	Photo Courtesy of TriMet
	Photo Courtesy of TriMet


	Clean and Safet Public Transit
	Clean and Safet Public Transit
	Partner(s): TriMet
	Partner(s): TriMet

	TriMet is adding blue light security phones to all Max stations to enhance sense of security and expedite 
	TriMet is adding blue light security phones to all Max stations to enhance sense of security and expedite 
	response to any potential incidents. The agency is also modernizing rider infrastructure. Seven bus 
	shelters have been replaced to date, featuring an open design, solar-powered lighting, transit and arrival 
	screens, increased overhead coverage, and durable shatter-resistant polycarbonate panels. TriMet also 
	continues to diversify its fleet fuel. Buses serving Line 88 in Hillsboro use a mix of diesel and battery 
	electric power sources.


	Mobility Enhancements
	Mobility Enhancements
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro

	The City has initiated several projects to make it easier to get around using alternative transportation 
	The City has initiated several projects to make it easier to get around using alternative transportation 
	modes. A new Bicycle and Pedestrian Toolkit will help inform future road design considerations, and a 
	new signage plan will help direct riders and walkers to lower volume and lower speed network routes. 
	The City also installed five additional Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons in 2025 to improve driver 
	awareness, and continues to assemble trail easements throughout the city. One recently completed 
	greenway segment is the bicycle and pedestrian bridge across Butternut Creek below the Cornelius Pass 
	bridge. Future segments are being planned now and will be included in the City’s updated Transportation 
	Systems Plan.
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	Figure
	MATERIALS RECOVERY AND RENEWAL
	MATERIALS RECOVERY AND RENEWAL
	MATERIALS RECOVERY AND RENEWAL


	Food Waste Reduction
	Food Waste Reduction
	 
	Partner(s): Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and Washington County

	In 2025, nearly 2,000 unique users visited Washington County’s Eat Smart, Waste Less website which 
	In 2025, nearly 2,000 unique users visited Washington County’s Eat Smart, Waste Less website which 
	offers household tips for stretching food budgets and reducing food waste. Moving forward, the County 
	plans to merge that program with DEQ’s Bad Apple Campaign which will help establish a shared state
	-
	wide approach for food waste reduction education.


	Bulky Waste Collection
	Bulky Waste Collection
	 
	Partner(s): City of Hillsboro, Metro, Washington County Waste Haulers

	Last year, Metro adopted a regional service standard requiring local waste haulers to provide bulky waste 
	Last year, Metro adopted a regional service standard requiring local waste haulers to provide bulky waste 
	collection services and to state transparent upfront pricing for those services. The City promotes services 
	offered by waste haulers and alternative disposal options for bulky items. 

	In 2025, there were four organized large neighborhood collection events in Hillsboro, with just over 1,000 
	In 2025, there were four organized large neighborhood collection events in Hillsboro, with just over 1,000 
	people served. These events may soon be replaced with a more permanent solution in the form of a new 
	regional collection facility in Cornelius.


	School-Based Recycling and Waste Reduction
	School-Based Recycling and Waste Reduction
	 
	Partner(s): Hillsboro School District

	The number of cafeterias participating in the Hillsboro School District 
	The number of cafeterias participating in the Hillsboro School District 
	food scraps collection program continues to grow and many are 
	now conducting waste audits to identify further waste reduction 
	opportunities. Recent additions, including Orenco, Patterson, and 
	Lenox, are now diverting hundreds of pounds of food waste from the 
	landfill.

	The District also operates the Washington County School Supply 
	The District also operates the Washington County School Supply 
	Reuse Room. The Reuse Room ensures materials otherwise destined 
	for the landfill are instead distributed to participating schools. The 
	District is also increasingly embedding sustainability into engineering, 
	manufacturing and construction coursework as well as in student-
	led fabrication and design projects that emphasize repair, material 
	efficiency, and waste reduction.


	Figure
	Meeting Sustainability Guidelines
	Meeting Sustainability Guidelines
	 
	Partner(s): Hillsboro Youth Advisory Council

	Members of the Hillsboro Youth Advisory Council Climate and Sustainability Subcommittee developed 
	Members of the Hillsboro Youth Advisory Council Climate and Sustainability Subcommittee developed 
	draft Event and Meeting Sustainability Guidelines in 2025. In 2026, City management finalized the 
	guidelines and launched training to ensure all departments implement the new standards to help reduce 
	waste, save resources, and make City events and giveaways more sustainable.
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	ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
	ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
	ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
	COMMITTEE


	The Mayor-Council appointed Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) provides implementation 
	The Mayor-Council appointed Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) provides implementation 
	The Mayor-Council appointed Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) provides implementation 
	oversight of the Environmental Stewardship focus area, serves as sustainability advisor to City Council, 
	and tracks the more than twenty environmental indicators.


	FY 2025-2026 Committee Members:
	FY 2025-2026 Committee Members:
	FY 2025-2026 Committee Members:
	FY 2025-2026 Committee Members:


	Sect
	Vision Advisor:  Jason Robertson, J Robertson and Company
	Vision Advisor:  Jason Robertson, J Robertson and Company
	Vision Advisor:  Jason Robertson, J Robertson and Company
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	Hillsboro 2035 Community Plan
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